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A Socio - historical Study of Essay during the Liberation period
(1945 ~ 1950)

Kim Seong - lee

Department of Korean Language and Literature, The Graduate School,

Pukyong National University.

Abstract

This thesis surveyed the essays written after liberation from the Japan in the
social and historical ways, and the research was made in the following aspects;
joy and frustration of the liberation, the true and the false in the education,
different cultural phases from the period of Japanese colony, remains of the
American military rule and Japanese colony, and the style of literary composition
and the characteristics in expression. In addition, under understanding that
literature has social and cultural meaning and effect, I studied daily life of the
public by analysing the essays. Literature is closely related to the cultural
elements and the society where the literature is written, because a writer's
ideology and philosophy are contained in the texts. Literature is a tool by which

we can look into the past.

First of all, two characteristics shown in the essays written during the period of
liberation were hope and frustration. Gladness from the liberation didn’t keep long
and the nation’s misfortune began with the liberation. The policy was confusing,
and that caused people to feel uneasy and to stay in extreme poverty. The policy
in that period was far from people’s basic rights of life. Continual poverty and
distrust in the government brought changes in the criteria of the people. The

traditional conception about family collapsed down and fraternity was put aside as



the people pursued material values. Refugees to South Korea were in very bad
conditions, and the sudden influx of refugees caused shortage of goods in South
Korea. The essays of the period tells us about the situations of the people in
misery. That is to say, the essays show that all the pain and troubles in realities
of life are related to the past and everyday affairs have financial problems at the
bottom.

Second, I studied the education system in the aspects of the quality of teachers,
illiteracy, and the systemic problems in Kkindergartens, elementary schools, and
junior and high schools. The primary problem at that time was that the realities
couldn’t be reflected in education system because the educational policies were set
up under the American military administration. The main body was not our nation,
but the American military administration and the people who were co-operated for
them. They made all the decisions of the educational policy. The essays directly
brought up these educational problems. Moreover, the essays didn’t only raise the
problems but they gave the solutions. These essays were society—participated, and
we can recognize interrelations between the essays and educational problems.

Third, the culture at that time showed different phases from Japanese
imperialism as Yankeeism flowed in. Christianity authorized in political power is
notable. But the biggest change was that women organizations were founded
resolutely, and women themselves refused regulations and began to look for
beauty. Tea-rooms changed from the place merely where they enjoyed beverages
into meeting rooms for writers and poets. Causerie cartoons which was limited to
the small group of people changed into the comic strips about current events. A
class of readers was enlarged and applicants for cartoonists increased. Inner
desires oppressed during Japanese colony were spouted out by the influence of
Yankeeism which came with the American military. The fact that such cultural
areas were developed meant that Capitalism started to appear. The essays showed
which direction the culture in the time of revolution could turn to, and we can see
the stream of the changes of the times through the essays.

Fourth, the essays identified the American military as foreign influence. At that
time, the American military looked down upon Korean. To the eyes of the
American military, Korean was not the independent nation who has long history
and tradition, but just the colonial people who had been once under the control of
Japan. The reactions of the intellectual were divided into two parts; one group

supported the American military and the other detested them. Here, the problem is



lreality recognition of some writers who were supporting the American military,
because this is not the problem which can’t be solved by understanding or
tolerating. It was true that remains of Japanese imperialism existed in our
language and daily life unconsciously. Thirty—-six years of colonization was not
short. During that time, Japanese culture and language was mixed with ours. The
essays show two faces of the intellectual at that time through the recognition of
foreign influence, and make us think about society recognition and responsibility
which they should have had in the time of revolution.

Finally, as I looked through the style of composition and the characteristics I
found that the essays were logical rather than emotional. It can be said that they
were accusing of the society rather than working at literary field because the
social problems were made to appear directly in them. The essays have the
characteristics that the theme appear directly and there were few parables in the
works. This is because in the society that is changing very fast, writings that
reflect the real life can win more sympathy than writings emotional. In addition,
even pure literary works couldn’t reach the high level due
to immature in expression, and as a result, they became personal stories without
literary qualities.

During the time of disorder, writers couldn’t maintain objective distance from
the reality. As the result of that, even though they knew the meaning of the
liberation well, they failed in expressing literarily in the works. We can find the
reason in the fact that they generally recognized the reality in negative
perspective. That was because the hopes which they expected in the liberation
from the Japanese colony, the liberation from the poverty, and the liberation from
the feudalism changed into frustration in the real life. However, the essays
showed realistically the many aspects of society at that time by describing the

real life in concrete way.
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