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A Study on ldentity between Real Space and Virtual Space:
Focused on the User of Massive Multiplayer Online Role Playing Game

Kim, Joo-Hee
Department of Mass Communication
The Graduate School

Pukyong National University

ABSTRACT

The emergence of virtual space provides us new questions about
self-identity defined in real space. The virtual space which is formed
by online service emerges as another real space and gives us the
chance to test our identity and explore new identity.

Today, identity experience in virtual space is an important issue
because the domestic increase of online game has brought about
various social phenomena. Therefore, any research on identity and
online game should include not only identity in real space but also
identity in virtual space.

This study attempted to explore relationship between MMORPG
user’s real identity and virtual identity and to reveal the user’s virtual
identity experience in MMORPG. With data collected in survey from
230 MMORPG users, the study measured user’'s real identity and
virtual identity separately, and analyzed the data with using SPSS 10.0
statistics program. First of all, users are categorized into four groups
by the relationship between their real identity and virtual identity:

social group, amusement group, confusion group, and retirement group.
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The results are as follows.

The wuser’s real identity has direct or indirect effects on the
virtual identity and the user’s virtual identity is not independent from
his real identity. Each group has distinct characteristics in the level of
addiction, depression, and interpersonal sensitivity, as well as time and
reason in playing game. The characteristic of each group shows that
users experience a variety of virtual identity in virtual space.

The user’'s virtual identity is related to time in playing game.
When the user’s real identity is strong, there are no social negative
phenomena regardless of the user’s virtual identity. However, when
user’s real identity is weak, users may have the problem such as
game addiction, depression, and interpersonal sensitivity by both
strength and weakness of virtual identity.

In conclusion, we should not regard social phenomena related to
online game and virtual spaces as only a matter of the structure and
the characteristic of online game and applvy the same standard to all
users. To comprehend online game rightly, we will have to be
interested in online game users. This study may serve as a direction
to understand better how the online game users experience virtual
identity in MMORPG and how we know relationship of identity

between real space and virtual space.

Key words: real spaces, virtual spaces, real identity, virtual identity,

MMORPG, addiction, depression, interpersonal sensitivity
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g, 92 §4% 29% gu uss A2E Qo Addez Aa
A sk g Fact g Ao e 2ug gren, A4l

D 2gFaE Aok ANL dAHow AgAAd] FdaiAt A4
AAE dolA B AYets AL AR ARg Ayl
® FAA: HAANA AR, 25E, AR, Aot BAF
7_:]‘

o 7bHol shssiekE, SAlol shib ol 4ol AAEL F: AX

24 PR Holn AQHe] e Adseld] Ay FWAA
Ut AR P ARUE Soirh: e AAME AR, ReF
0, AR AEE WS @FAE o AaEe @ Wy olth(Talamo -
Ligorio, 2001). Abole] #zkel 4= A4l Bolt S gg whx AL <
DEAY WAL & gdome AAMel AuFed 48 A "o
41, 20000, Jordan(2000)0& 7H3Ezkel el gAAel W b, o
A el shgel ol i shibel ARRA AL FEAL ook
o,

spolp zalo] zo A AAAS FEE 1 B4 Uy ATHE /)H 9

—

Aeatgel By Aygdor wao] 9ltl. CVEs(collaborative Virtual

Aelgo @

tlo

Environments)t'i= 1) 259 24 o]&x t}E Yl

)
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2) +8o] b g8 R EFE(simulacra)S Ui Ao Z M (oputE)), 14
I 3) AREANE ]l A AETA R A7) st A Al el o]okr) s}

T, RS, sk Aee a8 AAAE TEete ds ded

e i dn Gl AT A st g AleE)e] ofH 54 &
FAsH] witel Yuild e A9 AAgRE] 1 AFUE el k=

Foodal, AbEAbES) TR A AIete] HERA Wk ofyg AFRAE Apo]
o) 43z A_E FAs8t1 A=37]1% F(Talamo - Ligorio, 2001). o] 2] &
=epel FE Fad AE A A de] HuY, AlgEL o
kel o7k AalE ATt TP E A AAlA 27 AxzE
23 (Turkle, p.180).

=oH AlAY QIbEo] #& ztEo] Ae|wAAle] YLAAEL Atoln]
MAE HE e, Aoy F bl e & w B dASs A o}
SEFE digatet WA B9 3 4 Q) olnlEl: yo] oo} W
FFEHE F2Y AHE YISV Ba, g2z dFE WYl A&
s Hojdol 2aw okola] 9 T £ Juh(H A E, 2004, p.246). ©]
oF ol THFETAA Aals dlalstE ojulElE 2ale orgir s

6) CVEs(collaborative Virtual Environments)3= AFgA-7 3] A3zt enth A3 a &g
}

Ga Abelel ArviAelds FEAEE "—7“0H_“ SR Aot

- .,]_Ij Ef(avatar)2his @& oln Esjol Maf Ao 2 3A(reincarnation)’ < © 1|5}
o, o) A2 ofe] el the AdFds T Al vhAl elojudAl & gl T
A ale wEvh dEdlel A olnteliz o] &21E AFEEE OIS BAbsle Ao
AHEELL 220 i 3kl AR TiAkRl fig) iz ofufele)Mel | 4= gl)
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# 9, & clel Jjel ohulElE wED Azte] 4TS FAY & Ao
Aol pgErel Y hERele] Ade i ofsiulE e,

s olvtE S B EE digste] 2AE A9 E Alolw el A 43
st thelatel2 VlEdle Aow Eoh digatelk @A AAe EoA
otel FAAdol d=xd Ndor, BEexielrt sty 7l5E Kol o
o] ot FEETE oulE d1 e, 2o xolE: RAHFA
Aol EdHE el e AAEE xS dFzolete g, o
gl Zpotet Bl zpotol 7Rt ibe] Atotete] AAE R #HAEA FE A
ou EefAtole] TEAHJA AEs FAANFHYL weoh(urAd 3, 2004,
p.378).
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ddeof AAE TPt diAls &+ de A,
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(Rheingold, 1993).
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o= 54, da, 248 & Aoy, dd AT T Al M
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S AT Rea drh aeln P A AR Ad B
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2. GARE A 222l & E4Y ALY (MMORPG)F o] §-A2] 574

D 9AREAR 229 & FA9 A9

d

Hd 23 EAY, AAH AFAY, 39 AFAL T AL & ol gAY

Aol wEha e A ol gEE Y& wet 2Do DAY o 2
ét7) = gt

£, ARt el ~e) #AHAA 58] Al Fost= FAe
o) ozt 2~'ls d2 AY(Stand alone game)d HE Zzo] A<
(Multi-play Game), Z12]a 2ol g3 &2 & Zd) Al (Online
Multiplayer RPG)o.2 #%¥ & 4 oh(&+<d, 2003, P.12).

Bod4o A s MMORPG 7HE ol &a5e] BAEE FAdst= 129
AR R B, 2 el d@AEE sPFAAAd dddA e FAg e &

AZ ARz stez ofele] <m1>3 2E BRVIF] Aol AFst
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<HD> 2P HY Ao Ui

Stand Alone Game Multi-play Game MMORPG
CIHMOIA: HOIH (R 220 HOIDE CF HOID HOIH H A3
=AY ol YUY, 2nics 23, MBYA
ASHZ0| JisEt
2 EAR~ EAHHEY HAa NAHS &

(Interactive Novel)

A wole, MM Ta, 2EH,

Y HOIE, IHEE2E -
=2 24 2AMAH, ALl BIS A, AtalEQ
oY, Ee oy . -
Cheke, CIEIZ - A2l 28tE ol -
AEHIMNEE, It elLIX,  HHAA
B BHAE0IZ, 21 | E, ZEI0t2219,
#H02I2, Z2dH _
2010 . ctdU=23 5.
1, &= 8.
Ol _ ) 2 SEHBA A SF-20ZHO A}
EXM otE PCAH
! OIS0l ZAMR2 BNt NUSKHCZ
20ILH 2 _ -
2 HZE0 M 0 HBZN HSSeE
ote e H &

* ZEAY(Console Game): <Play Station>°]t <X Box>», <Game Cube>
22 ALdHE 71715 ol gl AHEHeE AdS o
# FAD ATF2003), ek AL HHHE glo] T ety BT o

Aistar oiarel 4le)stal vpARSe =, PA3

12
ok
o

TAAYRPG) Aolv7t Folzl shrte wol dFu =
e 2 vk 4oz, Aolvs Al A F
FET Ao R Aol FostA ek o] A
Aeluiel Fdne dehle eAs7E STAdcs A, A2 Zo] §lo]
Apalel g Aol web ghS Hopziti= slelvi(o] A E, 2001, p26-27). &
o S ot
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A7) B W dedas dgdons Lol ¥ ¥
) Agdel FFEA HAQw, Lol 2 BdY Ae] $Foz o of

d 17k NPC Abole] 42§l ohd k3 Qlgre] #Eatgas

ol
==

2o dshAl Holo(erE A, 2003, p.20-21). MMORPGi= ol 3% 4%

’

AUl e Hgom el

T
o

| mAbeksl, Qe ol ze) weks 1

i

B ZdY AY BEA 7 F71sEE A multiplayergte 7ld ol massive

g ol dald Adelth olald theel ol&Ase #Ydglel HAH
= MMORPG &7+ £l AHHE T M2 HArtel #35 343

ks Sl

Role Playing Game(RPG)olA Play:= AYE 3tthi= S=(playing a
game)¥} wi§-7F SolA oj" HE&G ol A7]E gvpE S(playing a
role)& 25 zZteth o] Play Heoll Al A ofd Adto] 2o =l

g w2 T AFEE Arste Aolth(HFASF, 2003, p184).

Yok AYEE Bae) Wk GAS SR QAW $H9 0 ugoew
£49 £ Aok shsd @adAe gAge Bo Foid Rel9lA)
bR E AN ot dEe] we saE BE S o] 0E
of elfAEe DY WE B 4PY ol Aot A
MMORPG ol $45& AQ BitlA Aze 982 445 Fasw
A, o e g 48 Sold Mze A4S dAs B seln

o g Ee] oEdw uwEold AUHZ el A28 T A2 A

I MMORPG 7M=& itol Fojste 212 o] &aEo] Add &9 +%
GolH @A e AN FeA s, TS byE el 29
& A4 PEEG A4S BAS Edsgd B @3, @43
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