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The Development of Womanhood in the Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne

Seo, Seok-Kyong

Department of English Language and Literature,
Graduate School
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The objective of this dissertation is to review Hawthorne's view of
womanhood in the works of Nathaniel Hawthorne, especially four major novels,
The Scarlet Letter, 7he House OF the Seven Guables, The PBlithedale Fomarnce
and 7he Marble Faun. The study is motivated by the argument of Hawthorne's
attitude toward feminism. Some critics regarded him as feminist, others
anti-feminist. In order to know Hawthorne's view of womanhood it is essential to
examine Hawthorne's background, regarding his close relationships with women
and the 19th-century Women's Movement. As, they are main factors that influence
Hawthorne's view of womanhood.

This dissertation explores the 19th-century Women's Movement, tracing the
evolving images of ideal womanhood found in American culture. These ideals
include True Womanhood, Real Womanhood, Public Womanhood and New
Womanhood. The study examines Hawthorne's novels as well as several short
stories looking specifically at these evolving images of womanhood. Careful
examination proves that Hawthorne's works clearly demonstrate an awareness of
True Womanhood as contributing to women's victimization and an exploration of
Real Womanhood, Public Womanhood and New Womanhood as alternative ideals

which empower women and prevent their victimization.



Next, this study reveals Hawthorne's close relationships with women. He has
close relationships with his family, elder sister Elizabeth, his mother Manning and
his wife Sophia. Also, he has good relationships with some public women such as
Elizabeth Peabody and Margaret Fuller. These women have much influence on the
shape of Hawthorne's view of womanhood. That is why their images and
thoughts sometimes are reflected in his four novels.

His romances clearly reveal a response to the Women's Movement and the
images of women that were evolving in American culture during the 19th century
and reflect both his support of the movement and his own evolving attitude
toward women. Most importantly, he offers solutions to the social problems that
plagued women by presenting gradually more progressive images of womanhood
for women to emulate.

Hawthorne clearly recognizes such victimization as an important problem faced
by women, for his fiction repeatedly looks for ways in which to empower women
so that they might protect themselves. For example, in 7he Scarlet Lelter,
Hawthorne advocates women's subverting the ideals of True Womanhood in order
to gain some control over their lives. 7he Scarlet Letter reveals Hawthorme's reaction
to the 19th-century Women's Movement and Hawthome's view of womanhood. Hester in
the romance was gradually transfigured into a progressive and reformative woman, free from
submissive and conventional woman.

In 7%e House of the Seven Gables, Hawthorne supports Real Womanhood as
an alternative to True Womanhood, which he supposes to contribute to women's
vulnerability. While the female characters in Hawthorne's early works are willing
to be victimized by men due to their powerlessness, in 7he House of the Seven
Gables, Hepzibah and Phoebe actively resist victimization. Through their
resistance, Hawthorne demonstrates the disadvantages for women of True
Womanhood and the advantages of Real Womanhood.

In 7he Blithedale FHomance, Hawthorne demonstrates an increasing level of
dissatisfaction with True Womanhood and an increasing comfort with the Public
Woman, he also anticipates the inevitable step in the Women's Movement by

imagining the New Woman. Apparently, however, he has serious reservations



about the New Woman. While Hawthorne expresses reservations in 7%e Blithedale
Homance concerning New Womanhood by way of Zenobia, he reconciles himself
to the ideal through 77e Marble Faurn by defining those characteristics which he
thinks would enable the New Woman to remain independent and yet be accepted
by American society.

In 7he Marble Faurn, Hawthorne rejects certain characteristics of the New
Woman, while endorsing others. He thus proposes a version of the New Woman
designed to serve as a positive model of women. In one sense, then, both of the
central female characters of 7%e Marble Faun, Miriam and Hilda, are New
Women. Both are living independently in ltaly, free of financial support or male
guardianship. Both also have careers as artists and are able to support themselves.
However, there are major differences in how they approach their independence,
career, and personal lives. Hawthorme uses these differences to demonstrate to his
reader what he believes to be acceptable or unacceptable versions of New
Womanhood.

After all, Hawthorne's literary works are actively involved in seeking solutions
to the problems which plagued women in the patriarchal society of early to
mid-nineteenth century America. Hawthorne progressively sought ways in which
women could claim greater freedom, yet avoid public rejection. We see
Hawthorne's solutions are more progressive than ever before.

Hawthorne made every effort to solve women's problems and promote
women's positions in his works. Hawthorme also can be understood as a

19th-century pre-feminist novelist as well as progressive and reformative novelist.
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mother as

male version of his
dismal and squalid chamber.” (617)
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I love my mother, but there has been, ever since my boyhood, a sort

of coldness of intercourse between us, such as apt to come between
persons of strong feeling, if they are not managed rightly.” (429)
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Sophia Hawthorne had been loved by every one who knew her. She
had given happiness and emancipation to one of the foremost men of
his time. Apart from her blessed influence, he could never have become
the man he was. Greater humility, tenderness, enlightenment, and
strength have not combined in a woman. She lived for her husband,
and when he died, her love of life died also, but her children remained

and she stayed in this world for their sake. (371)
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America is now wholly given over to mob of scribbling women, and 1
should have no chance of success while the public taste is occupied
with their trash— and should be ashamed of myself if 1 did succeed.
What is the mystery of these innumerable edition of the Lamplighter,

and other books neither better nor worse? (304)
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with a poverty-stricken aspect, but

a decayed house of gray stone,

in token of

retaining a half-obliterated shield of arms over the portal,

antique gentility. (C.1: 58)
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“It " was my folly, and the weakness. I—a man of thought, the
bookworm of great libraries—a man already in decay, having given my
best years to feed the hungry dream of knowledge—what had 1 to do
with youth and beauty like thine own ! Misshapen from my birth-hour,
how could 1 delude myself with the idea that intellectual gifts might
veil physical deformity in a young girl's fantasy! . . . Nay, from the
moment when we came down the old church steps together, a married
pair, 1 might have beheld the bale-fire of that scarlet letter blazing at
the end of our path!” (74)
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A= sEsl A4A Frobd At Al ave das vx
2 BAE 3 Aok

The young woman was tall, with a figure of perfect elegance on a
large scale. She had dark and abundant hair, so glossy that it threw off
the sunshine with a gleam, and a face which, besides being beautiful
from regularity of feature and richness of complexion, had the

impressiveness belonging to a marked brow and deep black eyes. (53)
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Good wives,” said a hard-featured dame of fifty, “I'll tell ye a piece of

“
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my mind. It would be greatly for the public behoof, if we women, being
of mature age and Church members in good repute, should have the
handling of such malefactresses as this Hester Prynne. What think ye,
gossips? If the hussy stood up for judgment before us five, that are
now here in a knot together, would she come off with such a sentence
as the worshipful magistrates have awarded? Marry, 1 trow not!”. . .
added a third autumnal matron. “At the very least, they should have
put the brand of a hot iron on Hester Prynne's forehead.” . . . cried
another female, the ugliest as well as the most pitiless of these

self-constituted judges. “This woman has brought shame upon us all,

and ought to die.” (51)

.
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It was a circumstance to be noted on the summer morning when our
story begins its course, that the women, of wWhom there were several in
the crowd, appeared to take a peculiar interest in Wwhatever penal

infliction might be expected to ensue. . . . (50)
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“let the magistrates, who have made it of no effect, thank

themselves if their own wives and daughters go astray!” (52)
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Morally, as well as materially, there was a coarser fibre in those wives
and maidens of old English birth and breeding than in their fair
descendants, separated from them by a series of SiXx or Sseven
generations; for, throughout that chain of ancestry, every successive
mother has transmitted to her child a fainter bloom, a more delicate and
briefer beauty, and a slighter physical frame, if not a character of less

force and solidity than her own. (50)

SEe olgEe FAHOZ sk RS FE Al U A W
de stebsta o gEel §AMeE AYL H%m RYEY AYE ALL
27 Qe AaHAY AR AgPe FedE At AaEE

B
o

g 93 st shkel Am "ak g £F A A AM@



2% ®9718 2% AadE @41 oyols] HE A4S Al
AgHoz ool JHov fdd mE 9Pe Wem A 22 A

o,

A G5 9% FdnA Qe 9u 278 A=A 5 de
F staol Agith s ohMAZ gAdE AUt s e v
A Aoy dFol Yok AL Tt HaE RA9

= ,]—_ﬂ_vg,-
2 WA FT W olueh Ul WAt AA4HE woly n-a

[

= 5

$HE ZF0 Ak =AHY Fel 5 Jee 2E Ae dAH
e AYek & HEolth BA @A e ARAL AEE AR
WAL @AW e ge AHA de AgHATt 1 e AEy 47
Hel A ool A FPL AT WE APHA AoJE AHS WE
£ elgol el gl FASE Aotk o WE AxHE A elA P
A7), ARe AWMER, $4¢ FHEa, AALD ofold BuE B
rdE FAH AYAS F ¢ e Y AR de wa Que ge
o QlgelA B F Ak

auE Eo 97 el AAEH, A% woldE 1l NEE HHT W

# nge oA @3

AFgkol §lgl.

N

bebs olelsh 4719 A Fe Fuasld

She possessed an art that sufficed, even in a Iland that afforded
comparatively little scope for its exercise, to supply food for her

thriving infant and herself. (81)
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She was self-ordained a ‘Sister of Mercy', or, we may rather say, the
world's heavy hand had so ordained her, when neither the world nor
she looked forward to this result. The letter was the symbol of her
calling. Such helpfulness was found in her,—so much power to do, and
power to sympathize,— that many people refused to interpret the scarlet
A by its original signification. They said that it meant Able, so strong

was Hester Prynne, with a woman's strength. (161)
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As a first step, the whole system of society is to be torn down and
built up anew. Then the very nature of the opposite sex, or its long
hereditary habit, which has become [ike nature, is to be essentially
modified before woman can be allowed to assume what seems a fair
and suitable position. Finally, all other difficulties being obviated, woman
cannot take advantage of these preliminary reforms until she herself

shall have undergone a still mightier change. (165)
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But Hester Prynne, with a mind of native courage and activity, and for
so long a period not merely estranged, but outlawed from society, had
habituated herself to such latitude of speculation as was altogether
foreign to the clergyman. . . . For years past she had looked from this
estranged point of view at human institutions, and whatever priests or
legislators had established, criticising all with hardly more reverence
than the Indian would feel for the clerical band, the judicial robe, the
pillory, the gallows, the fireside, or the church. (199)
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. people brought all their sorrows and perplexities, and besought her
counsel, as one who had herself gone through a mighty trouble.
Women, more especially?-in the continually recurring trials of wounded,
wasted, wronged, misplaced, or erring and sinful passion,—or with the
dreary burden of a heart unyielded, because unvalued and unsought,—came
to Hester s cottage, demanding why they were so wretched, and what the

remedy! (263)
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She assured them, too, of her firm belief that, at some brighter period,
when the world should have grown ripe for it, in Heaven's own time, a
new truth would be revealed, in order to establish the whole relation

between man and woman on a surer ground of mutual happiness. (263)
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And will she not soon appear? The woman who shall vindicate their
birthright for all woman;, who shall teach them what to claim, and how
to use what they obtain? Shall not her name be for her era Victoria,

for her country and [ife Virginia? Yet, predictions are rash; she herself
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must teach to us to give her the fitting name. (104)
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This rose-bush, by a strange chance, has been Kept alive in history;
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but whether it had merely survived out of the stern old wilderness, so
long after the fall of the gigantic pines and oaks that originally
overshadowed it, or whether, as there is fair authority for believing, it
had sprung up under the footsteps of the sainted Ann Hutchinson as

she entered the prison—door, . . . (48)
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“Make my excuse to him, so please you!” answered Hester, with a
triumphant smile. “1 must tarry at home, and keep watch over my little
Pearl. Had they taken her from me, 1 would willingly have gone with
thee into the forest, and signed my name in the Black Man'‘s book too,
and that with mine own blood!” . . . Even thus early had the child
saved her from Satan’s snare. (117)
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“1 can teach my little Pearl what 1 have learned from this!” answered
Hester Prynne, laying her finger on the red token. . . . “this badge hath
taught me . . . lessons wheregf my child may be the wiser and better,

albeit they can profit nothing to myself.” (111)
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A lady—who had fed herself from childhood with the shadowy food of
aristocratic reminiscence, and whose religion it was, that a lady's hand
soils it self irremediably by doing aught for bread—this born lady, after
sixty years of narrowing means, is fain to step down from her pedestal
of imaginary rank. Poverty, treading closely at her heeds for a lifetime,
has come upon her at last. She must earn her food, or starve! And we
have stolen upon Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon, too irreverently, at the
instant of time when the patrician lady is to be transformed into the

plebian woman. (37-38)
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“Ah! ‘tis all very welll” observed said the maiden lady, drawing herself
up. —“But these things must have come to you Wwith your mother's

blood. 1 never knew a Pyncheon that had any turn for them!” (77)
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“What a nice little body she is! If she could only be a lady, too!—but
that's impossible! Phoebe is no Pyncheon. She takes everything from

her mother!” (79)
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Now and then, there came a thrill of almost youthful enjoyment. It was
the invigorating breath of a fresh outward atmosphere, after the long
torpor and monotonous seclusion of her life. So wholesome is effort! So
miraculous the strength that we do not know of! The healthiest glow,
that Hepzibah had known for years, had come now in the dreaded
crisis, when for the first time, she put forth her hand to help herself.
(561-52)
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Even in her most strenuous attempt to repudiate the past—her train
ride with Clifford—She is overwhelmed by what she is doing and
fundamentally adheres to her fixed idea of the past by imagining that

the train was “passing up and down Pyncheon Street.” (Levy 190)
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There was a spiritual quality in Phoebe's activity. The life of the long

the spontaneous grace with which these homely duties seemed to bloom

out of her character; so that labor, while she dealt with it, had the easy
- 61 -

and busy day—spent in occupations that might so easily have taken a
squalid and ugly aspect—had been made pleasant, and even lovely, by
and flexible charm of play. Angels do not toil, but let their good works
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grow out of them; and so did Phoebe. (82)
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“They can never do without you, now,—never, Phoebe;, never—no more
than if one of God's angels had been living with them, and making
their dismal house pleasant and comfortable! Don't it seem to you
they'd be in a sad case, if, some pleasant summer morning like this,
the angel should spread his wings, and fly to the place he came from?
Well, just so they feel, now that you're going home by the railroad!

They can't bear it, Miss Phoebe; so be sure to come back!” (221)
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“Do you love me?” asked Holgrave. “If we love one another, the
moment has room for nothing more. Let us pause upon it, and be
satisfied. Do you love me, Phoebe?”

“You look into my heart,” replied she, letting her eyes droop. “You

know 1 love you!” (307)
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It is wonderful how many pleasant incidents continually came to pass
in that secluded garden-spot when once Phoebe had set herself to look
for them. She had seen or heard a bee there, on the first day of her
acquaintance with the place. And often,—almost continually, indeed,—

since then, the bees kept coming thither, Heaven knows why, . . . (147)
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Oh, 1 have done all the shopping for the family at our village-store’

“

And 1 have had a table at a fancy-fair, and made better

“

said Phoebe.

. You shall see that 1 am as nice a little

sales than anybody. .

saleswoman, as 1 am a housewife!” (78)
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Phoebe had held back rather more than was customary with her frank
and simple manners from Holgrave's not very marked advances. Nor
was she yet satisfied that she knew him well, although they almost
daily met and talked together, in a kind, friendly, and what seemed to
be a familiar way. (147)
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Her brown hair fell down from beneath a hood, not in curls, but with
only a slight wave, her face was of a wan, almost sicky hue,
betokening habitual seclusion from the sun and free atmosphere, like a

flower—-shrub that had done its best to blossom in too scanty light. (27)
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She was a tremulous little creature, shrinking involuntarily from all
mankind, but in timidity, and no sour repugnance. There was a lack of
human substance in her; it seemed as if, were she to stand up in a

sunbeam, it would pass right through her figure, . . . (185)
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So unformed, vague, and without substance, as she had come to us, it
seemed as if we could see Nature shaping out a woman before our
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month or two at Blithedale, her animal spirits waxed high, and kept her
pretty constantly in a state of bubble and ferment, impelling her to far

more bodily activity than she had yet strength to endure. (72-73)
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She met with terrible mishaps in her efforts to milk a cow; she let the
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poultry into the garden; she generally spoilt whatever part of the dinner
she took in charge; she broke crokery; she drop our biggest pitcher into
the well, and . . . was as unserviceable a member of society as any

voung lady in the land. (74)
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“Come,” said he, waving his hand towards her. “You are safe!” she
threw off the veil . . . And the true heart-throb of a woman's affection
was too powerful for the jugglery that had hitherto environed her. She
uttered a shriek and fled to Hollingsworth, like one escaping from her

deadliest enemy, and was safe forever! (203)
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“1 have urged upon woman the independence of man, not that 1 do not
think the sexes are mutually needed by one another, but because in
woman this fact has led to an excessive devotion, which has cooled
love, degraded marriage, and prevented either sex from being what it

should be to itself or the other.” (103)
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“O, We of the softer sex . .. we women . . . will take the domestic
and indoor part of the business, as a matter of course. To bake, to boil,
to roast, to fry, to stew—to wash, and iron, and scrub, and sweep, and,
at our idler intervals, to repose ourselves on knitting and sewing,—
these, 1 suppose, must be feminine occupations, for the present.
By-and-by, perhaps, when our individual adaptations begin to develop
themselves, it may be that some of us, who wear the petticoat, will go
afield, and leave the weaker brethren to take our places in the Kitchen!”

(16)
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The freedom of her deportment . . . was not exactly maidenlike. What
girl had ever laughed as Zenobia did! What girl has ever spoken in her
mellow tones! Her unconstrained and inevitable manifestation, 1 said
often to myself, was that of a woman to whom wedlock had thrown
wide the gates of mystery. Yet, sometimes 1 stove to be ashamed of
these conjectures. . . . Still, it was of no avail to reason with myself.
Pertinaciously the thought,— ‘Zenobia is a wife,~Zenobia has lived and
loved! There is no folded vpetal, no latent dew-drop, in this
perfectly-developed rose!'—irresistibly that thought drove out all other

conclusions, as often as my mind reverted to the subject. (47)
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Thus far, no woman in the world has ever once spoken out her whole
heart and her whole mind. The mistrust and disapproval of the vast
- 82 -

bulk of society throttles us, as with two gigantic hands at our throats!
We mumble a few weak words, and leave a thousand better ones

“



unsaid. You let us write a little, it is true, on a [limited range of
subjects. But the pen is not for woman. Her power is too natural and
immediate. 1t is with the living voice, alone, that she can compel the
world to recognize the light of her intellect and depth of her heart!”
(120)
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with that inauspicious meaning in his glance, that Hollingsworth first
met Zenobia's eyes, and began his influence upon her life. To my
[Coverdale’'s] surprise, Zenobia—of whose haughty spirit 1 had been
told so many examples—absolutely changed color, and seemed mortified

and confused. (28-29)
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“She [woman] is the most admirable handiwork of God, in her true
place and character. Her place is at man's side. . . . Man is a wretch
without woman; but woman is a monster-and, thank Heaven an almost
impossible and hitherto imaginary monster—without man as her

acknowledged principal! . . . The heart of true womanhood Knows
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where its own sphere is, and never seeks to stray beyond it!” (122-123)
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“After all, he has flung away what would have served him better than
the poor, pale flower he kept. What can Priscilla do for him? Put
passionate warmth into his heart, when it shall be chilled frozen hopes?
Strengthen his hands, when they are weary with much doing and no
performance? No;, but only tend towards him with a blind, instinctive
love, and hang her little, puny weakness for a clog upon his arm! She
cannot even give him such sympathy as is worth his name. For will he

never, in many an hour of darkness, need that proud intellectual
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sympathy which he might have had from me?” (224-25)
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“a woman in my position, you understand, feels scarcely at her ease
among former friends. . . . She would be apt to blush, too, under eyes
who knew her secret; her heart might throb uncomfortably; . . . Poor

womanhood, with its rights and wrongs!” (225)
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Miriam's vpictures met with good acceptance among the patrons of
modern art. Whatever technical merit they lacked, its absence was more
than supplied by a warmth and passionateness, which she had the
faculty of putting into the productions, and which all the world could

feel. Her nature had a great deal of colour, and, in accordance with it,
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so likewise had her pictures. (20-21)
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Over and over again, there was the idea of woman, acting the part of a
revengeful mischief towards man. It was, indeed, very singular to see
how the artist's imagination seemed to run on these stories of
bloodshed, in which woman's hand was crimsoned by the stain, and
how, too,—in one form or another, grotesque or sternly sad—she failed
not to bring out the moral, that woman must strike through her own

heart to reach a human life, whatever were the motive that impelled

her. (44)
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The sense that women writers were especially prone to violating the
decorum of privacy and parading before the world personal problems,
domestic squabbles, and medical curiosities that ought to be suppressed

was a constant theme of Hawthorne's criticism. (209)
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I can not enough thank God, that, with a higher and deeper intellect
than any other woman, thou has never prostituted thyself to the public,
. . . It does seem to me to deprive women of all delicacy; it has pretty
much such an effect on them as it would do walk abroad through the
streets, physically stark naked. (C.17: 456-7)
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“

. We have a destiny, which we must need to fulfill together. 1,
too, have struggled to escape it. 1 was as anxious as yourself to break
the tie between us—to bury the past in a fathomless grave—to make it
impossible that we should ever meet, until you confront me at the bar

of Judgement! . . .7 (94)
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“Men that cumbered the world, . . . Men whose lives were the bane of

their fellow creatures. Men who poisoned the air, which is the common
breath of all, for their own selfish purposes. Their was short work with
such men in old Roman times. Just in the moment of their triumph, a
hand as of an avenging giant clutched them, and dashed the wretches

down this precipice!” (170)
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“1 wonder whether 1 ought to allow you to speak in this way, . . .
Many young women would think it behoved them to be offended. Hilda

would never let you speak so, 1 dare say. . ..” (42)
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It was difficult to make out the character of this young man. So full of
animal life as he was, so joyous in his deportment, so handsome, so
physically well developed, he made no impression of incompleteness, of
maimed or stinted nature. And yet, in social intercourse, these familiar
friends of his habitually and instinctively allowed for him, as for a child
or some other lawless thing, exacting no strict obedience to
conventional rules, . . . There was an indefinable characteristic about

Donatello that set him outside the rules. (14)

s vegel EudEd) e =1 4 dvE EFdg esed #
o =ASI Atk mokel it Bk, 5EE Fod 0&

3 QY d &7t 2AEZ Ao (Joseph Mozier)St QAE H3F Aol ). 3&
Al o] vl E A BAofe} A S distE vgd 2ol 4T

- 101 -



U vhobdle] de) b "delEe B FoR 34 v Aelddh
2 e&e] T2 AFoAN AL e o = =
A EdE b o] gde T HEEelw, Adn g s @4 @i
AgE 2ol e dIAES—gsAd, 29 wEd Are—2uy

Zrbel AEelgat 2 FHath Adel 3 ek ANS v

g
X
Al

el w2 AU, 1Y ohREE FnE U4g duh 1E AL B
F g Ao, Y dejRAE ok AL, A A4S + §
on, doE REY wHow wa, we PPolgon At He

Jdu ARHE Frh,

His developments about poor Margaret were very curious. He says that
Ossoli's family, though technically noble, is really of no rank whatever;
the elder brother, with the title of Marquis, being at this time a
bricklayer, and the sisters walking the streets without bonnets—that is,
being in the station of peasant—girls, or the female populace of Rome.
Ossoli himself, to the best of his belief, was Margaret's servant, or had
something to do with the care of her apartments. He was the
handsomest man whom Mr. Mozier ever saw, but certainly ignorant
even of his own language, scarcely able to read at all, destitute of
manners; in short, half an idiot, and without any pretensions to be a

gentleman. (C.14. 155)
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The Young American girl was an example of the freedom of life which
it is possible for a female artist to enjoy at Rome. She dewelt in her
tower, as free to descend into the corrupted atmosphere of the city
beneath, as one of her companion-doves to fly downward into the
street;i—all alone, perfectly independent, under her own sole
guardianship, unless watched over by the Virgin, whose shrine she
tended,—doing what she liked, without a suspicion or a shadow upon
the snowy whiteness of her fame. The customs of artist -life bestow
such liberty upon the sex, which is elsewhere restricted within so much
narrower limits; and it is perhaps an indication that, whenever we admit
woman to a wide scope of pursuits and professions, we must also
remove the shackles of our present conventional rules, which would

then become an insufferable restraint on either maid or wife. (54)
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Hilda, in her native land, had early shown what was pronounced by
connoisseurs a decided genius for the pictorial art. Even in her
school-days . . . she had produced sketches that were seized upon by
men of taste, and hoarded as among the choicest treasures of their
portfolios; scenes delicately imagined, lacking, perhaps the reality which
comes only from a close acquaintance with life, but so softly touched
with feeling and fancy that you seemed to be looking at humanity with

angels' eyes. (55)
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Her copies were indeed marvelous. Accuracy was not the phrase for
them; a Chinese copy is accurate. Hilda's had that evanescent and
ethereal life- that flitting fragrance, as it were, of the originals—which
is as difficult to catch and retain as it would be for a sculptor to get
the very movement and varying colour of a living man into his marble
bust. . . . She seemed to possess the faculty of seeing it in its pristine

glory. . . . (58-59)
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“Were you my guide, my counsellor, my inmost friend, with that white
wisdom which clothes you as with a celestial garment, all would go

well. Oh, Hilda, guide me home!” (460-61)
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