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Abstract

A Study of Rendaku phenomenon on the
basis of Wago

- With the rules and tendency in the Japanese

dictionary for pronunciation and accent -

by Su-Young Kim

The Japanese education

Graduate School of Education Pukyong National University

This treatise is for examining the rules and tendency of irregular Rendaku

phenomenon which doesn’t motivate us to study Japanese.

Rendaku phenomenon means the clear voice of a following word is changed
into voiced sounds in the sentence construction or compound words. This
phenomenon is considerably irregular and confusing because it doesn’t have
exact rules. Eventhough many researchers have been studying this for a long

time, they couldn’t found clear resolutions.

I chose and classified possible syllables of this phenomenon in the Japanese



dictionary to examine current Rendaku phenomenon.
(1) The division of Rendaku and non-Rendaku
(2) The construction of the language

@ existence or nonexistence of inflection

@ A part of speech

(3) Ending syllables of the preceding clause
1) A clear voice

2} A voiced sound( line #, ¥, ¥ and -%)

3) A nasal sound

4) A semivowel

5) Sokuong

6} Hachuong

7) The other

I chose 7,211 words with this classification and analyzed them. And I found
Rendaku rate of these words is 54.34%. The Rendaku order of each line was

like this, /~> #> #> &,

And inflexion Verbs’ rate(18.1%) was lower than inflexionless verbs'(63.88%)
in the Rendaku rate of the preceding clause and the following clause Moreover
compound adjectives(69.53%) is higher than compound verbs(13.27%)

Compound words which include the repetition of onomatopoeia and mimetic
words(10.09%) have a low late of Rendaku. That’s because they don’t mix
clear words and voiced words in combining them when they use clear and

voiced words to express different feelings of them.

The Rendaku rate in ending syllables of the preceding clauses was 53.44% of

clear voices, 54.72% of voiced sounds, 55.21% of nasal sounds, 53.7% of



semivowels, 11.84% of Sokuong and 75.75% of Hachuong.
The Rendaku rate in the second syllables of the following clauses was 60.5%
of clear voices, 0.24% of voiced sounds, 64.38% of nasal sounds, 61.75% of
semivowels, 56.25% of Sokuong and 34.92% of Hachuong.

In conclusion, this Rendaku Phenomenon is a special sound variation which
only occur in Japanese.

Therefore it's very difficult to find exact rules. But I suggested the tendency
from these data analysis as following.

1. If the ending syllable of the preceding clause is Hachuong and another
compound word is native Japanese, it has a high Rendaku rate.

2. In the light of the relation between the following clause and preceding
clause, inflection words is likely to have a high rate.

3. compound adjectives is more likely to have a high Rendaku rate than
compound verbs.

4. 1f the second syllable of the following clause is nasal sound(line 73J, it is
easy to have Rendaku.

5 If the second syllable of following clause is Hachuong and the pentinent
compound word is native Japanese, they don’t have Rendaku phenomenon.

6. It is difficult to have Rendaku phenomenon, if the second syllable has a
voiced sound.

7. If the ending syllable of the preceding clause is Sokuong, they don’t have
Rendaku phenomenon.

8. In case of compound words, inflection words is likely to have a high
Rendaku rate.

9. Compound words with the same word partners don’t have Rendaku

phenomenon,
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