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A Study on the Class Program of Elementary Art Using Forest Ecology

Won Jeong hee

Pukyong National University Graduate School of Education
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Abstract

This study aims to foster aesthetic sensibility based on the meaning and
value of art in elementary art education, develop creative and convergent
thinking, and communicate visually through ecological experiences, enhance
the ecological sensitivity felt by the five senses in the process of exploring
nature, and help develop a holistic growth and development, such as caring
for and collaborating with others through interactions.

The main revision background of the elementary school curriculum revised in
2022 focused on cultivating the core competencies required by the future
society and growing into a leading person with inclusivity and creativity. A
creative experience activity curriculum was also presented, and the areas of
art content were set as aesthetic experience, expression, and appreciation.
The class program using forest ecology was based on the area of art subject
content, and the subjects of this study were 9—11 years old, which is the
age of the peer group, which is Lowenfeld's art expression development
stage. The characteristic of this period is that it begins to deviate from the
schematic, and detailed expression appears, and creativity can naturally
develop to feel the five senses through direct experience and to increase the
flexibility of thinking through free expression activities.

The contents of the elementary art subject class program study using forest
ecology are as follows.

Chapter I presents the background and purpose of the study.
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Chapter II examines the concept of forest ecology as a theoretical
background, the concept, educational value, and necessity of forest ecological
art education, examines the relationship between creativity and senses In
forest ecological art, and analyzes the main goals, importance, and textbook
of the 2022 revised art curriculum among elementary art subject theories.
Chapter III presents the problems of elementary art subject classes that
must be experienced and expressed directly in the natural environment and
the case analysis of elementary art subject classes.

Chapter IV presents the composition of the program, the type of program
activity, the method of activities, and the selection of media according to the
class activity plan. Based on 20 students in each class of the 2nd to 4th
grades of elementary school, 120 students in 6 classes were applied with
ecological art that they expressed while directly experiencing forest ecology.
In the elementary art subject class program using forest ecology, class
guidance plans were presented in detail, applied in the field of experiential
activities, and class analysis was conducted. After the class program was
conducted, the results and expected effects were presented.

Chapter V presented practicality and suggestions for ecological art using
forest ecology in elementary art subject classes by synthesizing the research
as the conclusion of this study.

This study was able to draw the following conclusions through ecological art
education using forest ecology. First, ecological art education using forest
ecology gave students a change of perception of art.

Second, through ecological commentary, ecological play, exploration activities,
and art activities during ecological experiences, we learned the importance of
life for all living creatures and became interested in environmental protection.
Third, through activities linking ecological experience and ecological art,
aesthetic sensitivity, visual communication, expressive, and creative abilities
could be developed.

Fourth, in the course of group activities, students' sense of cooperation,

understanding, and problem—solving skills were greatly improved by talking
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to each other and sharing roles.

If students are given more opportunities to experience in the four—season
changing forest, I hope that they will realize that they are not irrelevant to
the local environment, that they will be able to love and protect the forest,
and move forward to the value of a holistic education that values life.

In addition, since the connection between other subjects and fused education
can have the effect of killing two birds with one stone, it can be a good
opportunity to develop creativity through various experiences, so in—depth

research is needed in the future.
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