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A study of video memes production as a participatory culture
: focusing on in-depth interviews with producers

LI QINGMEI

Department of Media Communication, The Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to interpret the significance of video meme
creation as a new form of engagement in participatory culture and to explore
distinctive features of it. To address this, this study focused on four main
questions. First, what inspires video content creators to create memes? Are
there any distinctive features in creating process? Second, does video meme
production have a sense of everydayness? Third, are the video memes
interacting with each other? Lastly, is video meme related to identity?
Therefore, we aimed to discuss the reasons, everydayness, interaction, and
identity of video meme creation comprehensively. To find out, this study has
adopted the qualitative research method of in—depth interviews. “Media users in
their 20s to 50s who have at least five video memes on TikTok, Instagram
Reels, or YouTube Shorts” were selected and interviewed one-on-one. First,
the study has found six reasons for creating video memes: "Memes are fun
and easy,” "Expecting a financial reward,” ”Storing memories,” "Account
management,”“Showcasing hobbies and skills,” and "Psychological satisfaction”.
Second, in terms of the everydayness of participation, unlike traditional text

and image engagement, creating video memes is characterized by a certain

_iV_



activation in everyday life, as opposed to organizing or documenting everyday
life. Third, in terms of interaction, creating video memes is characterized by
interactions that are more like the formation of a mob than the formation of a
community that is strongly desired by traditional text and image engagement.
However, creating video memes can lead to offline connections that has the
potential to new, stronger bonds or communities. Lastly, in terms of identity,
rather than having a deep conversation with 'myself’ or having an identity
that penetrates the core of 'myself’, video meme creation is a matter of “Self”.
In other words, seeing the reactions of video memes shown by others is
characterized as an opportunity to meet 'myself’, as if the light in the mirror
falls on 'me’. Unlike traditional engagement with text and image, the creation
of video memes, especially those that mimic the original video, provides an
opportunity to reflect on the activeness and creativity of engagement. In that
regard, this study has showed a midpoint of change in participation culture.
This is why this study has great significance in research on the creation of

video memes.

Keywords: Meme, Video memes, participatory culture, everydayness, interaction,

identity
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