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Comparative Analysis of Class and National Liberation Practices of Bolshevik

Women Revolutionaries: The Cases of Alexandra Kollontai and Kim Alexandra

Eun Kyoung Lim

Department of history, The graduate School,
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The Russian Revolution of the early 20th century presented a new horizon
of liberation for the oppressed classes and nations, as the first successful
socialist revolution in world history. However, the wuniversal ideology of
Marxism-Leninism did not materialize in a uniform manner. Instead, it
manifested through diverse forms of praxis depending on the revolutionary’s
geopolitical position, social identity, and structural conditions. This study
comparatively analyzes two Bolshevik women revolutionaries — Alexandra
Kollontai and Kim Alexandra (Kim Aleksandra Petrovna)—to explore these
multilayered realizations of socialist thought.

Kollontai, a noble-born theorist operating at the center of imperial Russia,
utilized state mechanisms such as the Zhenotdel to institutionalize women'’s
emancipation and sought to incorporate national issues, including the liberation
of Finnish and Central Asian Muslim women, into the broader framework of
socialist theory. In contrast, Kim Alexandra, a Korean revolutionary active in
the Russian Far East and Siberia, spearheaded grassroots movements for the
liberation of colonial Koreans, combining national liberation with labor
organization on the periphery of the empire.

This study examines the formation of their political thought, their respective
theories of workers’ liberation, and their concrete actions for oppressed nations.
By analyzing these through the lens of structural positionality and strategic
orientation, it reveals that Kollontai pursued a "top—down” revolutionary
strategy rooted in institutional power, while Kim Alexandra practiced a
"bottom-up” approach through direct mass mobilization. These differences were

not merely personal choices but rather reflections of the distinct socio—political



conditions they faced.

Ultimately, this research highlights the ideological diversity within
Bolshevism and sheds light on the complex intersections of class, gender, and
nation in socialist praxis. It re-evaluates Kim Alexandra’s contributions within
the intellectual history of socialism and argues for a more nuanced
understanding of revolutionary agency across center and periphery, theory and

practice, and state and people.
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