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ABSTRACT

A Study on The Expressive Properties of

Aaron Tan’s Architectural Outer—-skin Design
By Ryu, Kyu Jin

Dept. of-Architectural Engineering
Graduate School of Pukyoung National University

Busan, Korea

If writer’s intention 1S a cause, its result appears an expression. An
outer skin that is just simple material to express space seems to have no
meaning when I think of an architect’s intention and the extensive scope
of an expression. Aaron Tan's SK T-tower and W-hotel represent well
the relationship of-cause and effect, and a distinct outer skin construction

method maximizes an expression’s effect.

The outer skin construction method and expression of those two
building structures(architecture) are as follow.

Aaron Tan's SK T-tower has

(1) Aaron Tan’s SK T-tower has a distinction from Otto Wagner that
represents the outer skin construction method of a structure by deciding
on an outer skin’s expression.

(2) Each Curtain Wall of Cranked Type can not feel a rhythm or
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stength, weakness with small moving. It is for the purpose of impressing
a form of buildings and such a sting of pattern changes a building
method to be more dynamic.

(3) A small frame's exposure makes an outer vertical direction to
horizontal one after time goes by.

The major material of outer skin is glass. However, if we use its
properties of materials well, they are reborn as the factor of surroudings,
but not architecture.

(4) Curtain Wall assisting a form of building as an outer skin must be
shown as the whole one rather than a partial or decorative conception.

(5) An Curtain-Wall can not say the whole meaning compared with the
production process of outer.~skins. It has potentiality and expression

between each of the Curtain Wall's and a form of organic relationship.

W -hotel has

(1) W-hotel’s plate glass consists of 4250mmx3100mn in size and 18 types
of Curtain Wall. Each  unit is printed different kinds of pattern and they
change an image of-a cloud form.

(2) Aaron Tan’s constructive method can-be seen as morphologic. Each
unit consists of a rectangular glass plate and its compound goes to an
even canvas. In the result, they have some influence in the form of the
whole construction. However, a form of structure is not exposed on an
outer cover’s expression, and it has much more meaning in an outer
cover's expression.

(3) a hypersurface architecture deals with a form and an image, but
there is no comparison between the two. Aaron Tan’s W-hotel tries no

materialization by bring an image to a solid surface.
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(4) W-hotel’s printed outer skin uses an image using a sting of pattern
and shows a mode of expression like landscape. In addition, it tries to
harmonize the factor of surroundings with not a passive but forthright
manufacture through the outer skin’s mixed reality and imagination.

(5) W-hotel unlike a variable outer skin of other digital constructions
hammers an moving outer skin based on human’s experience with an

imaginable outer skin’s expression.

Before and after modern ages, an acknowledgement of an outer skin is
refocused by modern architects. It means that architects’ knowledge about
the outer skin is.changing. A new material discovery and the variety of a
construction method have been applied and tried in many Kkinds of
architecture. Aaron Tan'’s architecture characteristic takes on a different
aspect with many architect called a media architect. In sum,
materialization goes to immaterialization and it tries maximization of the
expression as a conservative method.

In the case of SK T-tower, each of Curtain Wall's small change as a
result is designed for emphasis of an _architecture form, and also has a
bigger meaning in frame’s ~expression when compared with the major
material, glass. And with a natural surrounding’s image sheds light on
materials, W-hotel makes materialization to immaterialization. The method
is a very small change in other constructions, but the expression’s

influence has the same effect like others.

The modern architect gives a careful try and effort to represent each

architect’s identity in various methods. Two of Aaron Tan's also try their

identity, but unlike other constructions, they represent a reservative
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expression with a passive and forthright method. I consider that they are
making another media construction based on his own distinct and

reservative method in the days of rapidly changing medium.
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