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The effects of English assigned reading on vocabulary, reading

comprehension, and affective aspects

Kim, Hyon-hwa

Graduate School of Education

Pukyvong National University

Abstract

The major purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of English
assigned reading on vocabulary, reading comprehension and affective aspects
such as self-confidence and interest in English. An additional purpose was to
examine whether the effects of English assigned reading on vocabulary,
reading comprehension and affective aspects are different according to the
levels of the first grade middle students.

A total of one hundred and twenty-eight middle school students in Busan
participated in the study. They were divided into two groups: the controlled
group of 65 students ~and the experimental group of 63 students. The
experimental group did their reading assignment 60 times right after each class
for 16 weeks during a whole second semester; the controlled group didn’t.

Four instruments were employed to assess the effects of English assigned
reading on the subjects. First, as for English vocabulary, the Vocabulary Test
consisted of thirty multiple choice items. A correct answer on each item earned
one point. Possible scores on the Vocabulary Test ranged from a minimum of 0
point to a maximum of 30 points. Second, as for English reading comprehension,
the Cloze Test was comprised of twenty deletions. An acceptable response was

defined as an exact word. Each acceptable response counted as 5 points. Each

- vii -



ungrammatical but acceptable response counted as 2.5 points. Possible total
scores ranged from a minimum of 0 point to a maximum of 100 points. Third,
as for self-confidence in English, the questionnaire consisted of four items.
Possible total scores ranged from 4 points to 20 points. Fourth, as for interest
in English, the questionnaire consisted of four items. Possible total scores
ranged from 4 points to 20 points. The results were examined through
One-Way ANOVA and t-tests. The statistical significance was at the level of
a=.05.

The results of this study were as follows: first, there was only significant
difference in English vocabulary between the controlled group and the
experimental group. Assigned reading only had an effect on the improvement
of the experimental group’s vocabulary. This result showed that reading
comprehension, self-confidence and interest could be more easily affected by
the subjects’ familarity of the Cloze Test, internal and external situations
rather than by the assigned reading; second, there was no other significant
difference in vocabulary, reading comprehension, self-confidence and interest
according to high-level, mid-level, and low-level students through English
assigned reading. That is, English assigned reading didn’t have any effect on
any specific level of the subjects as for vocabulary, reading comprehension,
self-confidence and interest.

There are two limitations in the study: first, a total of 128 middle school
students participated, so it is difficult to generalize the results of this study;
second, it is hard to confirm the long-term effects of assigned reading because
the period of this study was only 16 weeks.

We learn English as a foreign language. It is hard to adapt free voluntary
reading to our English learning system. So it is necessary to introduce English
assigned reading in our school in Korea. In this case, this researcher would like

to make some suggestions as follows: first, the amount of reading materials has
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to be appropriate for the students’ levels; second, the gap between the easy
English textbooks and other English reading materials should be diminished so
as not to lose the students’ self-confidence and interest in English; third, the
frequency of assigned reading is important. Not to make the students feel
troubled the teachers could have students do their English assigned reading
homework every other English class; fourth, when choosing reading materials,
the teachers should consider students’ opinions; fifth, we have to have the
library full of English reading materials, which could get the students to read
any kind of reading materials naturally; sixth, it is necessary to give the
students some incentives such as extra points and prizes when they
accomplish English reading assignment.

Although the result of this study was a little disappointing, but English
assigned reading could be one of the best ways to improve English
vocabulary, reading comprehension, self-confidence and interest. So we, the
English teachers and the staff of the Bureau of Education should try to make
the appropriate situations for English reading to motivate the English learners

to read as many English reading materials as possible from childhood.
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il

. Reading

Who was the captain of the Korean 2002 FIFA
World Cup team? Myung-bo Hong was the captain of
the Korean team.

He played in the 1990, 1994, 1998 and 2002 FIFA

World Cups. He was chosen as a the captain of the

Korean team for his hard work and experience.

He played for Pohang Steelers in Korea. He also played in
Japan’s ] League and also for the Los Angeles Galaxy team
in the USA. He played very hard and led the team to the
semi-finals in the 2002 World Cup.

‘ Main Idea

What is this story about?

a. Captain of 2002 Korean soccer team

b. 2002 World Cup soccer semi=final game

‘ Details

1. Who was the captain of Korean soccer team 1n 20027
a. Pohang Steelers b. Myung-Bo Hong

2. How many FIFA World Cups did he play?

a. Three b. Four

3. Which team did he play for in Korea?

a. Pohang Steelers b. LA Galaxy

& What/Who?
1. Who is 'He’(line 3)?
2. Who is 'He'(line 6)?
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‘ Inferential Question
1. Is Myung-Bo Hong a good soccer player?
a. Yes. b. No.

‘ Words In Context

’ led captain chosen experience

semi—finals

He has 10 years of coaching
David is the of the team.
She the team to the finals.

Tomorrow we are playing at the

O bk W o=

Mike was because he plays very hard.

. Writing Practice

libasketball soccer

baseball

1. He played in the 1998 final game.
2. She in the final
3.

& 2 A= g el 47

o) 971 ARE A3 W H) A9 A4S AFEA Aol A

Write your ideas about this reading material; the easiest

part, the most

difficult part, or the most interesting part. You can write anything you want.
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- 27. An Influential Person
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‘ Pre-Reading
1. Who is the most important person in your life?
2. What do you like most about him/her?

3. Does the person try to help you?

The most important person. in my family is my father. He is a middle-aged
man with a happy smiling face. His eyes are kind. My father is a doctor.
During the day, he works in a hospital, but during the evening he works in a
small clinic where poor people can get help for free. My father always works
hard, but he never complains. He always says to his kids, "Don’t expect life
to be good all the time, but don’t worry because it won't be too bad. Just try
to do your best and study hard.” He sends my big brother and sister to
university and tells me to learn English because it is important all over the
world. He wants us to be polite and help people. He feels that we should
work hard now, and be happy later. I hope I can be like him.

‘ Understanding Pronouns
1. The word "he” (line 3) refers to
2. The word "it” (line 6) refers to

3. The word "me“ (line 8) refers to

4. The word "us“ (line 9) refers to

‘ Understanding The Main Idea - Circle the best answer.

1. The main idea of this passage is that a father

a. must enjoy his work a lot
b. is usually an important person

c. tries to teach his kids to be good
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‘ New Words

Draw the line to match the word and its definition and write the definition

of each word in the blank.

1 |important

having a great influence;
special, particularly useful

or valuable

2 |hospital

not rude

3 |complain

at all times

4 |always

to regard something as

probable or likely

5 |expect

a place where people who

are 1ll or injured are taken

6 |polite

to say that you are not

happy about something

‘ Understanding Details — Circle the best answer.

1. The father in this passage

a. does not enjoy working with poor people

b. works with sick people all through the day

c. makes extra money in the evening from his private_ clinic

2. The writer’'s father wants to

a. stop working so hard

b. earn a lot of money at the hospital
c. help people who are not well
3. The father tells his children that

a. they should expect some problems in their lives

b. they should expect to be happy all the time

c. life is sometimes good, but usually it is very bad



‘ Vocabulary Practice

Fill in each blank with one of the words in the list below.

1. My friend, Susan, is very , but her sister, Ruth, is
rude to almost everyone.

2. His father hard on weekdays and sleeps late on
Sundays.

3. If you bad things to happen, you will feel unhappy

all the time.

4. That family is so poor that every month they have to

about paying the rent.

5. English is because it 1s-used in almost every country in
the world.
tries wWOorry help complain polite
important hopes works expect clinic

‘ Making A Summary

likes to work want too much 1s a doctor
to be kind who are sick
The writer’s father who always looks cheerful.
The father works very hard helping people or
hurt. The father , but he still finds time to

teach his children how to behave well. He says his children should not

or be too afraid of anything. He wants his

children and to study hard so that they will

have good lives.

& 27 Aol @ ge 47
of 97] ARE HL ¢ A A/ AL AFFA Kol A
Write your ideas about this reading material, the easiest part, the most

difficult part, or the most interesting part. You can write anything you want.
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R

&;ﬁ Pre-reading activity

1. Do vyou know who the American
president is now?

2. What do you know about President

Lincoln?

3. Do you know how he died?

Abraham Lincoln and John F. Kennedy were both American presidents.
Lincoln became president in 1861 and Kennedy was appointed president in
1961. Both men were assassinated by being shot in the head. They were
both assassinated on a Friday. The wives of both men were present when
they died.

John Wilkes Booth, the man who assassinated Lincoln, was born in 1839.
Booth was shot soon after he killed the president. The man who assassinated
Kennedy was Lee Harvey Oswald. He was born in 1939 and was also shot
shortly after he killed the president.

Lincoln had a secretary named Kennedy. This secretary told him not to go
out on the day that he was shot. Kennedy had a.sSecretary named Lincoln.
This secretary told Kennedy not to go out on the day that he was shot. The
name of the man who became president after Lincoln was Johnson. The name
of the man who became president right after Kennedy was also Johnson.

What a lot of coincidences!

:‘J‘ Main idea - Circle the correct answer.
The story 1s about
1. men who killed American presidents.
2. the assassination of American presidents.
3. president’s wives
4. Abraham Lincoln.
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%gﬁ New Words - Draw the line to match the word and its definition

and write the definition of each word in the blank.

a person who  Thelps

be . .
1 . someone else with their
appointed
work
. soon after, a short time
2 |assassinate
after
when two of more things
3| be shot happen unexpectedly at

the same time

to kil an important

4 | be present
person

shortly

immediately after
after

to be killed by someone

6 | secretary using a gun

to be In a particular

7 | right after
place

to be chosen to take up

8 |coincidence . ..
a particular position

;*(ﬁ Looking for detail = Circle the correct answer.

1. President Lincoln was shot by

a. his secretary. b.-Lee Harvey Oswald.
c. his wife. d. John Wilkes Booth.
2. What happened to both presidents on a Friday?
a. They were born. b. They became president.
c. They weren’t with their wives. d. They were shot.

3. The two people named Johnson were the
a. president’s secretaries. b. assassins.

c. presidents’ wives d. men who became president.
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%Sﬁ Vocabulary

1. Draw lines to match the words in A to the words in B to make

sentences.
A B

a. He was appointed e. to see you at the airport.
f. shortly after it became

b. I hope that you were
dark.

c. The storm started g. chairman of the company.

d. It was such a coincidence h. present in school today.

1

2. In the passage you read, "..rig/t affer Kennedy..” Choose and write

the correct expression with run to complete the following.

right after right away right back right into
a. A ' A van drove the back of my car yesterday.
. A : Make sure you come home school.
c. A ¢ Do you like my new shoes, Mom?
B : No, I don’t. Take them to the store!
d. A : I need you to type this letter __ = ; it's very urgent.

3. Choose and write the/correct word of words.

a. Take me to the of ~your country. I must speak to
him. Msecretary / president

b. This man has been . He needs a doctor.
Fshot / killed |

c. Our friend was in a car accident.

Massassinated / Kkilled

d. The injured man was taken to the hospital the

accident. Mright into / right after
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%Sﬁ Summary

Use the words in the box to complete this summary of the story.

both  shot after born with

This is the story of two American presidents who were and

killed on a Friday. They had their wives

them when they were shot, and the men who became president

them were both named Johnson. Both presidents had

secretaries who told them not to go out that day. The Kkillers were both

in a year that ended in 39.

W ) mol T del A4
o) 971 ARE AR W A 4719 A4S AFEA Aol HAG,
Write your ideas about this reading material, the easiest part, the most

difficult part, or the most interesting part. You can write anything you want.
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H= 5 Word Test

& ek B4
robele] WOl AW HHE Fusu, Aol wol g sels) wol A =

(2.7])
1. business
2. clock part of a house
3. horse animal with four legs
4. pencil something used for
5. shoe writing
6. wall

slel BAle Bghe ofeel 2.
1. business
2. clock 6 part of a house
3. horse B animal with four legs
4. pencil 4 something used for
5. shoe writing
6. wall

o AFRE 30709 wole) x8 3= Agol AEUT 99 mrldAA Y

b2t o] who] £& o} 1 WEE WE A 2o HoAa.

1. copy

2. event end or highest point
3. motor this moves a car

4. pity thing made to be like
5. profit another

6.




B= 5 A%, Word Test

1. accident
2. debt loud deep sound
3. fortune something you must pay
4. pride having a high opinion of
b. roar yourself
6. thread
1. birth
2. dust
) game
3. operation e
winning
4. row L
being born
5. sport
6. victory
1. clerk
2. fra ]
a.me a drink
3. noise .
office worker
4. respect
unwanted sound
5. theatre
6. wine
1. dozen
2. empire chance
3. gift twelve
4. opportunity money paid to the
5. relief government
6. tax
1. admire
2. complain make wider or longer
3. fix bring in for the first time
4. hire have a high opinion of
5. introduce someone
6. stretch
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B= 5 A%, Word Test

1. arrange
2. develop grow
3. lean put in order
4. owe like more than something
5. prefer else
6. seize
1. blame
2. elect
. make
3. jump .
choose by voting
4. manufacture )
become like water
5. melt
6. threaten
1. brave
2. electric
. commonly done
3. firm i
wanting food
4. hungry .
having no fear
5. local
6. usual
1. bitter
2. ind dent '
mndependen beautiful
3. lovely
small
4. merry f
liked by many people
5. popular
6. slight
Faatgaych MEE 4% Hea AduAL.
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B2 6. Cloze Test
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At 8 o’clock in the meorning, Harvey Maxwell, a busy New
York broker, rushed to his office with his secretary, Miss Leslie.

He sat down and began to open the letters on

desk. This morning, Miss Leslie looked happier than before. She

go to her desk outside right away but stayed in

office for a while.

The man at the desk was no a human being. He

was like a machine. "Well, what it?” asked

Maxwell, sharply. "Nothing,” answered the secretary. She moved

with a little smile.

Today was Maxwell's busy day. The kept

ringing, and people began to pour into the office.

jumped around in the office. He jumped from letters to

, and from phone to door.
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2= 6 A <. Cloze Test

Around lunch hour, Maxwell enjoyed peace. He
stood by his desk. His hands were full letters,
and a pen was over his left ear. His was open.
A wonderful smell of lilac came through the It

came from Miss Leslie! Suddenly he realized he loved

Leslie: "That’s it! I'll do it now. I'll ask her

- Why didn’t I do it long ago?” said Maxwell.

Maxwell to his seeretary’s desk. She looked at
him with a . "Miss Leslie, would you marry me?
Answer me now, please. have to go back to my
desk right away. My 1s ringing.” At first, the
secretary looked surprised. She looked him and
smiled.

"Don’t you remember, Harvey? We got married last night at

eight o’clock in the little church around the corner.”
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