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A Study on the Modern Seaways

between Korea and Japan

Roh, Jung Ho

Major in History Education
Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Busan port had opened to Japan in 1876, Japan had established the
seaway between Korea and .Japan as.a modern seaway. After then
there have been a lot of seaways operating in both countries until the
present time. However, there is not much research focused on the
administration of the modernized seaway yet. Korea—Japan routes have
been a particular part and have a meaning weather it’s positive or
negative effort on both country for the process to Modernization.

Knowing the circumstance of operation of Korea-Japan’'s seaway is
one way to understand <the modernization of Korea and Japan.
Therefore, paper aims to discuss how the seaways operated between
Korea and Japan from 1876 to 1945. For this research purpose, article
examines what i1s the modern seaway in terms of extended theory of
the modern shipping industry. It will show how the modern seaway
could be parted from the traditional one.

The shipping industry has been distinguished from marine
transportation which had belonged to commerce in nineteenth century.
The modernized sea-lane can be defined as stabilized shipping service

with notice schedule, be operated by modernized ship, and advent of



common carrier that they make a business of shipping service but not
trade. On this view of the modernized seaway, the first modern seaway
between Korea and Japan had been established by Mitsubishi Co. in the
end of 1876.

There were a couple of shipping Companies established in the
open—-door period of Josun Dynasty such as Jeonunguk, Park's
Kisunhoisa(Park’s Steam Ship Co) and Yiunsa. Some of them had still
managed a traditional system even though they operated steam ships,
but some were managed as a modernized shipping agent. At that time
none of those could advance to operate the service between Korea and
Japan as a Korean capital side. Paper explains the modernization of
shipping circumstances during the open-door period of Josun Dynasty.
On the other hand, the article investigate some Japanese shippers that
they are still major shipping not only in Japan but also in the world
such as Yubin Kisen Mitsubishi Kaisha(Mitsubishi Mail Steamship Co.)
which operate the Korea—Japan route for the first shipping company,
Nippon Yusen Kaisha(NYK. Line), and Osaka Shosen Kaisha(O.S.K
Line). These shippers’ background of establishment and growth has
shown the developmental process of Japanese shipping industry in
modern Japan.

In order to study about the circumstance of the modern seaway
between Korea and Japan, paper first, investigates the convention
between Korea and Japan during the open door period (1876~1910). It
has been found some provisions about navigation and fishery but no
provision which concerns the seaway. But just before establishing the
residency of Japan in Korea, Japanese ships could navigate even inland
of the Korean peninsula in 1905 according to The ship navigation
convention; . Dissertation divides two time period for the first, the

open-door period of Josun Dynasty(1876~1910), the routes were mainly

_Vi_



operated by Dbefore mentioned shippers and during the Japanese
occupation(1910~1945), the main operator had changed to Josun
Wosun(Josun Mail Ship Co), Osaka Shosen Kaisha(O.S.K Line), and
Kanpu-Renrakusen(Connecting line for Japanese Railway). In particular,
paper makes the fact clear those fares on passengers and cargo,
schedules, and the changing of fares and schedules has not been
researched yet.

The sea-lanes were surprisingly improved in the colonial period but
most of those were controlled by Japanese government. It has not
caused normal trade with Japan. The operations of Korea-Japan
seaways had taken advantage of this situation as ‘a way to govern
Korea and to push their way into China. It has shown the aims to
establishing the Josun-Wosun(Josun Mail ship Co) by the Japanese
government.

For this reason, it 1S necessary to analyze the shipments and
passengers in order to find the Japanese invasion policy toward China
and the governing policy to Korea. But dissertation discusses the
administration of the seaways between Korea and Japan during the
open—door period of Josun Dynasty and during the Japanese occupation.
It also discusses what the modernized seaway of Korean shipping
infrastructure 1s. This can be viewed as a part of developmental

processes of modern nation.

Key Words : Modernized Seaway, Modern Sea-lane between Korea
and Japan, Josun Wosun(Josun Mail Ship Co), Yubin
Kisen Mitsubishi Kaisha(Mitsubishi Mail Steamship
Co.), Nippon Yusen Kaisha(NYK Line), Osaka Shosen
Kaisha(O.S. K Line), Kanpu-Renrakusen(Connecting

line).
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