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A Study upon the Effect of 'Music Video' on How Students Perceive

Realities: with an Application of the Cultivation Effect Theory

Shim, Jung-Uk

Department of Mass Communication, the Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to explore whether music
video has effect on how the youth perceive realities through
contents analysis of popular music videos. In order to ascertain
that music videos influence on heavy users' recognition of reality,
this research adopted the George Gerbner's Cultivation Theory as
a theoretical base.

Contents analysis was made with literature study on music
videos and its effects. Concepts of 'commercialization of sex' and
'violence' were pulled out from it. With those two key words
several questions were made to prove that music video has really
an effect upon heavy user's perception of reality.

Survey data were collected from 377 high—-school students.
To differentiate degrees of use and sex, samples were divided to
four groups, male—heavy users, male-light users, female-heavy
users, and female-light users. By using 'SPSS 10.0' statistics

program the result was analyzed and interpreted.
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In comparison with sex, female groups were found as
heavier users than male groups In using music videos. There was
no meaningful difference between heavy and light users among
male groups. However, significant difference on perception of
reality was found between heavy and light users among female
groups. As a result, sex was concluded as the main reason
making the differences on perception of reality among heavy or

light user—-groups.

Key words: Music Video, Heavy-users, Light-users,
Commercialization of Sex, Vielence, Perception of Reality,

Cultivation Theory
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