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A Semantic Study of the Conjuctive Particle,
"totomoni” and "todouzini”

- via Time in Complex Sentences

Jeong Min Kim

Graduate School of Education
Pukyvong National University

Abstract

This study analyzed multi meaning of complex conjunctive postposition "todo
uzini”and "totomoni”. The principal and subordinate clause of "todouzini” and "t
otomoni” can be classified several different meanings by temporal relationships.
Based on Kudo's study on the temporal relationship in complex clause, this stu
dy divides principal and subordinate clause into synchronousness and sequence.
And separates synchronousness full and partial to analyze meaning function of
two expressions in time domain:

The meaning function of "todouzini” can be divided 4 categories.

First, when "toduzini” means constant characteristic, it expresses status of o
bjects. Second, When "toduzini” means full synchronousness, the contents of p
rincipal and subordinate clause is a method of achieving a goal and that is add
ictive or opposite. Third, When "toduzini” means partial synchronousness, the s
ubordinate clause appoints a cause and the principal clause appoints a event th
at was created by a result of the subordinate clause. Fourth, When "toduzini”
means sequence, it expresses a creation of the principal clause following after
perfect completion of the subordinate clause. Take a look at the meaning transi

tion of "todouzini”, it can be analogized that the early stage of "todouzini” was

- il -



converted sequence into synchronousness by overlap of temporal domain and fe
atured constant characteristic by a suspension of temporal concept. It is possibl
e that discovering "ta-form” style verb in the subordinate clause. "ta-form” sty
le verb i1s used to emphasize completion of movement.

The meaning function of "totomoni” can be divided 3 categories.

First, the simple form of "totomoni” that indicates tense but it doesn’t mean
aspect. This case implies that the principal clause’s event is established natural
ly by happening the subordinate clause. Second, when "totomoni” indicates syn
chronousness, the two different events would be happened in the limit time or
space. Two events was related when comparing synchronousness of "totomoni”
and "todouzini”. Third, when "totomoni” is mutual relation, the change of the
principal and subordinate clause is progressed at the-same time. Focused on th
e meaning differentiation of "totomoni”, it was alternated the function of indicat
ing simple condition and synchronousness.

The unique fuction of "todouzini” and "totomoni” is that when ”todouzini” ind
icates sequence and "totomoni” indicates mutual relationship. It doesn’t matter
grammatically when two expressions are inversed each other but those have te
ndency to be unnatural. That kind of unnatural mood would happen in case th
at inversing clause combines with generally accepted situation or inconsistent k

nowledge or already used in idiomatic expression.
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