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An Analysis of Listening Tasks in Middle School English Textbooks
Based on Achievement Standards And Types of Listening tasks

Kim, Hye-young

Graduate School of Education
Pukyoung National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze how well the goals of the seventh
revised curriculum’s listening tasks have been realized and how diverse and
suitable the tasks are in middle school English textbooks for first, second and
third graders.

For this purpose, three types of middle school English textbooks for first,
second and third graders were randomly selected out of a range of 13
textbooks, with a total of nine middle school English textbooks analyzed. The
textbooks were analyzed based on the following criteria: achievement standards
in the 7th national curriculum and types of listening tasks as described by Ur
(1984).

The results of this study can be summarized as follows. First, according to
the analysis based on achievement standards in the 7th national curriculum,
the listening tasks in the textbooks don't reflect standards for achievement
with the necessary proficiency level for each grade. The 7th achievement level,
which is for first graders, has the highest proportion of listening tasks of all
the textbooks, regardless of the learners’ proficiency level. For example, and
most especially, the listening task items in the 9th achievement level have a
0% rating - having no appropriately adapted listening tasks in the textbooks.
Second, according to the analysis based on the listening task types of Ur
(1984), between "listening for perception” and ’listening for comprehension”,
"listening for comprehension” is more useful for actual communicative
situations. This listening task type was present in greater proportions in all
of the textbooks, regardless of the proficiency level.

Third, among the listening task types of Ur, "listening for perception” can be
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sub—categorized as "at word-level practice” and "at sentence-level practice”.
Between these two, "at sentence-level practice” - which is at a higher level
than "at word-level practice” was present in greater proportions in all
textbooks, regardless of grade.

Fourth, there are four subcategories in the listening task type "listening for
comprehension”. Among these subcategories, "listening and making shorter
responses” was present in greater proportions in all the textbooks regardless of
the learner’s proficiency levels. With this in mind, we noticed that listening
tasks in the textbooks tended to be very biased. We noted very few uses of
"listening for research and discussion”, which requires high fluency levels and
is the most important means of listening for learning. The listening tasks in
the textbooks were biased towards two subcategories in "listening for
comprehension”: "ticking off the items” and “altering - or marking maps,
ground-plans, graphs, grids, family trees”. Clearly listening tasks in these
textbooks were not diverse enough to motivate learners.

Based on the above findings, we provided the following suggestions on how
to improve the listening sections of middle school textbooks. First, the level of
listening tasks in the textbooks needs to be balanced. Above all, higher level
listening tasks are necessary for more advanced learners.

Second, the types of listening tasks need to be more diverse in order to
make learners feel more interested and motivated to study hard.

Third, the textbooks should offer more interactive listening tasks to motivate
learners to actively participate.~As the 7th irevised curriculum puts emphasis on
learning in small groups, some of Ur’s task -types, such as "listening for
research and discussion”, should be placed into textbooks with greater

regularity.
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