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The Effects of Error Logs in Foreign Language Writing

Yi, Miji

Graduate School of Edication
Pukyvong National University

Abstract

This paper presents~a study on the effects of using-error log entries on
Korean as a Second Language (KSL) student writing. In recent years, there
has been an increasing amount of interest in. instructor feedback and student
correction among KSL writing teachers and researchers. However, in the field
of Korean education there has been no practical research done on student
self-editing strategies that utilize teacher feedback. Therefore, this study
proposes keeping error logs as.a way of helping KSL writers focus on their
patterns of written errors. and thus take responsibility for  their progress.
Furthermore, this study specifies.the effectiveness of error logs in Korean
language classrooms and offers.suggestions on-resolving problems with their
application and implementation.

The first chapter focuses on the purpose of this study, which is to
investigate the effectiveness of keeping error logs as well as students’ views
and attitudes towards error logs.

The second chapter reviews a brief history of KSL writing education and
the effects of teacher feedback on the accuracy of student writing based on
previous studies. Research findings on error logs in L2 writing will also be

examined.



The experimental methods and procedures employed in this study are
described in the third chapter. The subjects were 6 upper beginning-level
KSL students at a Korean language institute in Busan, South Korea. Each
student was required to produce 8 writing assignments for this research over
a 3 month period. The students’ writing assignments contained written
feedback from the teacher. The experimental group of students then wrote an
error log after receiving the teachers’ feedback. All the data from the
students were cross—checked as they moved from one assignment to the next.

In the fourth chapter, the conclusions and implications of this study are
described. An analysis of the frequency of lexical and grammatical error
types in students’ writing, and their views and perceptions about error logs
are presented in this chapter. The effectiveness of error logs based on these
results were examined.

In the last chapter, a brief summarization of the results of this study is
presented and some suggestions are offered as solutions to the problems

identified in this study.
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D A BAA 24 A | e HY 2714 X
E FE5d AHEA 25 0E | ggw HY 2714 X
F a4 Fwa | 21 1% | ggu gt 2714 X
3297+ = F
BTN AeE A7 ErRE oF A} e, teadEe
Ale] L FE 7|YsteE 27 YA = Ferris(2002)9 A4 AAE AS g9
Aol wA FANS ASAAT oF UA YEL e <x 2>
)
<E 2> 97 494X By 2 oA
SF FTFH
1o o F (Errors) 44 (Possible corrections)
(Error type)
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(spelling) A WA He WNFola
0] 3] HFHE =309, AFHE JA 8
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(particle) A ¢ko] Wk g, A koA T g
01?/:‘: = T v = > p— S 1 = 5
I XAF= 2 FHEE YUY | 2 I3+ FEE & Fyg.
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(Brown, 1994; Ferris & Hedgcock, 1998; Frodesen, 1991)(Ferris, 2002, A 91%).
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