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A Study on the Meaning and Usage of Status Adverb

in Japanese

- Focused on [Ukkari| [Tsuil [Omowazu] -

Hee-Jeong Park

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Vocabularies of synonymic relation, recently, is suddenly increasing as
the foreign language education is changing its focus to the communication.
Examination on actual education or learning methods of students,
nevertheless, tell us that they are preferring just dictionary in
understanding the meaning. This study aims to improve the problems in
communication caused from above tendency. The subject of our study, among
them, is the Status Adverbs which has high frequency in use but on which
has not been studied relatively so much. We consider at the respect of
semantics, also, the similarity and difference among the unintentional
adverbs such as [5-A4 ], D], and [BbHF] collected from the
Status Adverbs.

We find, consequently, that these three vocabularies - [5->mY |, [
W], [BH7 ] -have similarity of being used at the motion for which the
subjective is not intended. We concluded that [ 5 - # ') ], among them, is
used in representing the regrets about careless behavior of the subject.
[5->A1 ], also, implicates some reflection in case of being related to
the predicate [~7-] , while it doesn’t implicate any reflection in case
of being related to the description of assumption.

[D\+] is used when the cause of behavior is at the <lack of



restraint>. The behavior in these case has bad image because he or she
couldn’t restrict something enough to being restricted. It can be said
that, on the other hand, we are focusing on the external factor if we think
the cause of a behavior is <external situation>. The behavior in these case
has hardly bad image.

[BH3 ] can be used when the behavior is from external stimulus
without subjective’'s intention, and used even within instantaneous
behavior,

Substitutions [S5->H»4Y ] for [Du], [S->mY] for [BbHdl,
occur within the sentence has obscure cause of its behavior. Both [DU-+]
and [B 13 ] are used when the behavior is cause by some stimulus, but
the substitution, probably, occurs when it is obscure whether the focus of
subjective is internal or external.

In the third chapter, we consider the co-occurrence at the position of

Syntax, based on the meaning of vocabularies. [5-~>#4J, [—Di+] and
[B#4d |, consequently, has the similarity of co-occurrence with

sentence-ending-expression containing mood of prohibition, but [ -4V ]
is the only adverb co-occurrence with the sentence-ending-expression
representing mood of order or intention. For the relation with [~7TL &
5], on the other hand, [2.-] has its highest degree of coupling with
[~TLES5] because [D\+] and [~TL% 5] have common ground of

representing perfect tense as well as repentance or regret.
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