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THE DIFFERENCES OF PERCEPTIONS OF TECHNOLOGY AND HOME ECONOMICS
BETWEEN MALE AND FEMALE MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

Yoo Jae Hwi

Graduate School of Education
Pukyvong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to provide basic information about the effective
learning of technology and home economics in middle schools. This researcher
investigated the differences in the perceptions of male and female middle
school students about the content of technology and home economics lessons.

For this purpose, this researcher made a questionnaire to find out the
necessity of, interest level in, real-life application of and the level of
satisfaction about the content of technology and home economics lessons in
middle schools under the 7th National Educational Curriculum.

This researcher surveyed 1,564 male and 1,470 female middle school students
who learned the subjects  of ‘technology and heme economics for a year in
Busan. The data from the survey was analyzed through the SPSS/WIN(v12.00)
statistical program. Mean(M) and Standard Deviation(SD) values were
obtained to show the differences in the perceptions of male and female
students about the necessity of, interest level in, real life application of and the
level of satisfaction about the content of technology and home economics
lessons. T-tests were carried out to determine the differences in perception

about this content according to gender.

The result of the study can be seen in brief below.

1. On the necessity of technology and home economics for 7th grade male

_iv_



3.

4.

students, there is significant shortfall, with only 6 out of the 12 areas of
content thought to be necessary. However, only 1 unit was deemed
necessary for female students. For 8th grade students, 6 of the 12 areas of
content were of significance for male students, with no units deemed
significant for female students. For 9th grade male students, 3 out of the 12
areas of content were of significance for males, with only 1 unit of

significance for female students.

On the interest level of technology and home economics content for 7th
grade male students, 10 out of the 12 areas of content were found to be
significant, with there is no units significant for female students. For 8th
grade students, 7 of the 12 areas of content were of significance for male
students, but with no units of significance for female students. For 9th
grade male students, 4 out of the 12 areas of content have significance for
interest. However, there were only 3 units of significance for female

students.

On real life applications of technology and home economics for 7th grade
male students, 7 out of the 12 areas of content were found to be
significant, with no units for female students. For 8th grade students, 6 of
the 12 areas of content were of significance for male students, with only 2
units of significance for female students. For 9th grade male students, 4 out
of the 12 areas of content  were of significance for real-life applications.

However, there were only 3 units of significance for female students.

On the satisfaction level of technology and home economics content for 7th
grade male students, 8 out of the 12 areas of content were found to be
significant, with no units for female students. For 8th grade students, 6 of
the 12 areas of content had significance for male students, with no units for
female students. For 9th grade male students, 3 out of the 12 areas of
content had any significance at all, while there were 4 units of significance

for female students.
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