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A Study on the Method of Teaching Novels Preparing for the Unification of

Korea

Sung Bae Cho

The Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Since South-North Korean summit talk in 2000, there has been a friendly
mood in the social and economic environment. But, the education for the
unification is still hard to find in the school.

The topic of the unification is sometimes dealt with in the ethics and the
moral class. However, the topic is hardly dealt with in the literary class
because of the limit of Korean educational system preparing for the entrance
exam,.

Therefore, this study is focused on the teaching method preparing for the
unification of Korea through the novel education.

A novel is the branch of literature that shows the whole aspects of the
lives of the characters conflicting in the specific social background. The
novel enlarges the readers’ experience and recognition and widens the
understanding about the human being and the society.

For the novel education preparing for the unification of Korea, the realities
of literary education, such as the theories of literature and the literary
textbooks in South and North Korea, were compared and analyzed. Then, the
curriculum for the novel education preparing for the wunification was
designed. Finally, the novel textbook preparing for the unification based on
this curriculum was proposed. This novel textbook lists some novels
written by North Korean writers. It also lists "Yim Ggeok Jeong,, by
Myeong-hee Hong, "Gap-o Farmers’ War, by Tae-won Park, who both
went to North Korea, "Hong Gil-Dong,, "Heo Saeng,, which are classical
novels, "A Living Tomb,, and "Gwang Jang,, which are current novels.
Considering the internal and external background of those novels, students
can sufficiently discuss the reasons for the division of Korea, the realities of
the division, and the solutions to the division.



And the methods of teaching novels preparing for the unification were
designed. These methods can be applied in the actual literary class with TA
rainy season; by Heug-gil Yoon. Also, some activities were presented;
confirming and surmounting the differences of language between South and
North Korea, mind-mapping to understand the historical and social
background before the division, discussing the solutions to the division,
writing letters to the writers, and drawing up a South-North adolescents
joint declaration.

However, this research still needs more study about the realities of the
literary education in North Korea, more objective and systematic
investigation about the novels which will be included in the novel textbook,

and enough actual schoolworks in the school.

_iv_
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