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A study on TKokoroj of Natsume Souseki

-Focus on <WataKushi>-

Park Hye Jin

Graduate School of Education

LPukyong National University

Abstract

In this dissertation, development progress of the relationship between
<Watakushi> and Sensei is analyzed regarding to Natsume Souseki’'s TKokor
og for <Watakushi>.

It is easily considered as <Watakushi> as a character who's simply
describing the happenings, However, it is dquite recognizable after seeing
the relationship between Sensei and <Watakushi>, that <WataKushi> is also
an main character.

Sensei, who had always had loneliness and roughness in his mind, become to
open his heart for the first time, thanks to relationship with <WataKushi>,
after K's death, Succeeded to make his dream “believing in others, at least
one”, come true. <Watakushi> is a innocent and sincere character, which
reminds Sensei of himself, Sensei become to believe one person because he
met <WataKushi>.

Thus, <Waakushi> works not only as effected by Sensei, but also as an
active character who's solving the main problems. And this type of
<{Watakushi>’s character contributes to one of the reasons which makes
Sensei to confess about his past. The sincerity of <Watakushi>'s will to
learn from Sensei’s own life, makes Sensei to give his past as testament to
<Watakushi>. <Watakushi> is a serious character who's given a faith right
before Sensei tried to abandon his mind’s roughness, and wants to learn a
lesson from his. Also he can be said that has most powerful impact on
Sensei’s change by making Sensei to give story about his past.

Next, in [Parents and I| , relation between Sensei and <Watakushi>, and
that of <Watakushi> and his family is described. After Knowing Sensei,
<Watakushi> thinkKs his parents illiterate and silly , and compares Sensei
and his father. On one hand he feels sorry for his father being sick, on
the other hand he feels confused between the two, his family and the
others. However the death of Sensei , which occurred at the same time with
his father’s death, maKes <Watakushi> to leave for Tokyo, and persue mental



relations.

And the deaths of iconic features of that time-the emperor and the
general-are described as well. Their death can be considered as a sign of
an era. But it is quite irrational to think it only as a sign of the
Meiji’s End. The death of the emperor and the Nogi general, is the
opportunity to Sensei’s suicide which gives Sensei who's been longing to
abandon his sufferings. Sensei’s death means that Sensei has been effected
from contemporary circumstances, even though he had tried to neglect it
after K's death. Moreover, because of this, as he promised before this
death, he gave his past story as a testament to <Watakushi>. In the mean
time, father’s condition gets worse as the emperor’s, so father considers
his condition same as The emperor’s. Most of the part features vividly of
the era. The circumstances of era becomes a motive of Sensei’s death, but
for <Watakushi>'s father, it means his own condition. Accordingly, the
death of Sensei’s, father’s, The emperor’s and the general’s can have each
individual meaning and at the same time, they blend with the social
circumstances of the time.

The relation between Sensei and <Watakushi>, can be explained as the
contradiction of the brain and the heart, which has been described most
importantly through out this dissertation.

<Watakushi> has effected by Sensei’s knowledge and ideology after meeting
Sensei, it can be understood that the relation is made by brain, yet it is
better to analyze theirs relation as a mental thing, because they
communicate by their heart. <Watakushi> is considered as a simple narrator
but the only character who Sensei can open his mind.

Hence the title TKokoroj is the signage of the heart between Sensei and
<Watakushi>, and also it's the biggest reason to the changes of the both.
Like this, <Watakushi> leads the story by unfolding and narrating it, and
also actively leads meetings with Sensei, finally and solely, achieves to
change Sensei’s mind.
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