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Analysis of Secondary School English Textbooks in Terms of Connectivity
Based on Readability

Ki Tae Kim

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study is based on data from 20 English textbooks from the 1st grade of
middle school to the 1st grade of high school. The purpose of this study is to
analyze the connectivity of English textbooks and discover problems therein based
on readability.

This study collected a total of 240 text samples from 5 kinds of textbooks from 4
grades between the 1st grade of middle school and the 1st grade of high school.
The samples were taken from the reading section of each unit, excluding dialogue,
listening comprehension and exercises.

The results of the analysis are as follows:

1. Differences in each grade are desirable in most areas including vocabulary
and syllable count. This suggests that during the writing and preparation phase of
English textbooks connectivity must have been taken into consideration.

2. Some textbooks have very large quantitative differences between year levels:
In textbook A, between the 3rd grade of middle school and the 1st grade of high
school; in textbook B, between the 2nd grade of middle school and the 3rd grade
of middle school; and in textbook C, between the 3rd grade of middle school and
1st grade of high school.

3. Certain textbooks were poorly organized with reference to connectivity, as in



the case of textbook D. The number of sentences doubled in textbook D between
the 1st grade of middle school and the 2nd grade of middle school.

4. Some textbooks were very systematically organized with reference to
connectivity, as in the case of textbook E. Textbook E was the only series that
showed a flawless increase in regards to quantitative aspects of the reading
sections.

Suggestions based on the results of this study are as follows:

1. Connectivity should always be considered during the process of publishing
textbooks so that differences in readability display desirable gradations.

2. Even when textbooks are published by the same publisher, if the writer (or
group of writers) for the textbooks in question is different, communication between
the writers is recommended.

3. There should be a standard of readability. If there were a criterion for the
degree of difficulty of vocabulary and grammar of sentences, publishers could set
up a systematic degree of difficulty for textbooks during the process of writing a

textbook.
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The importance of the textbook cannot be overestimated. It
will inevitably determine the major part of the classroom
teaching and the student’s out-of-class learning. In its
preparation, decisions have already been made about what the
students will learn, how they will learn it, and what section of
the work will receive most emphasis ... From a well-constructed
textbook, they will learn much about presentation of material
and areas where students will have problems. They will find
the work of conducting an interesting and effective class
considerably hampered if they select a poorly constructed book,

no matter how well it may be printed and illustrated.
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It’s not unusual to distinguish different types of knowledge or
schemata: Carrell, for example, distinguishes formal schemata
from content schemata. By the former she means knowledge of
language and linguistic conventions, including knowledge of how
texts are organised, and what the main features of particular
genres are. By the latter she means essentially knowledge of

the world, including the subject matter of the text.
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<¥1> Flesch &2 3 Dale-Chall &2¢ std % 3HALE
ujar shd 5 Flesch &2 Dale-Chall &2
4th and below 100 o]%+ 4.9 and below
5th 90 - 100 5.0 - 55
6th 80 - 89 56 - 5.9
7th 70 = 79 6.0 - 6.5
8th 66 - 69 6.6 - 6.9
9th 60 60 7.0 - 75
10th 57 59 76 - 79
11th =T 8.0 - 85
12th H==K3 8.6 - 8.9
13th - 15th A _
(college) 30 - 49 9.0 - 9.9
16th and above _
(college graduate) 0-29 10.0 and above
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