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The Relationships between Chosun and Qing Viewed from
the Tianjin Customs in 1880's

Ye Ji Lee

Department of History, The Graduate School,
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Tianjin | CustomsCKHEEWFH]) is an | institution which was in/ charge of
modern trade and negotiation between Qing and Chosun after it was
established on, Mar. 23, 1861 as Qing open the Tianjin port'as a result of
the second Opium_ War. Since the 1880s, the relationship between Tianjin
Customs and Chosun became' closer because the-Qing government began
to assign trade and diplomacy which had been subject to Libu(igif) to Li
Hung-Chang(## %) in the 1880s. Then the head of Tianjin Customs
which belonged to Li Hung-Chang began to be in charge of practical
negotiation with Chosun. So Zhou Fu(ff{#) also involved in writing the
draft of the trade pact between the two countries in September 1882.
With signing the trade pact, the Chosun’s consular residing in Tianjin(%E
HAKE) and the head of Tianjin Customs began to negotiate through
modern official documents as the two countries started the treaty system.

But on the other hand, Chosun was maintaining its traditional tributary

system with Qing through Libu. You Gil-Jun(#&##%i) named the situation



maintaining both systems between the two countries as the dual system
(W), He used the term to express Chosun’s situation that it could
not move to modern system. But the transitional status named as the
dual system reflected the situation of the country as it is, and Chosun
was in the course of moving from the tributary system to the treaty
system. So this article tried to reveal historical meaning of the dual
system by examining more specifically the dual relationship between
Chosun and Qing.

The contents is the history of Tianjin Customs, signing of trade pact,
sending delegates residing—in Qing, appointment of foreigners, Chinese
students studying .abroad, Hojo(G£/%) and loan. Through reviewing those
contents, we can understand that at some aspects, Qing. helped Chosun
adapt to modern trade, not~just forcing disadvantages to ' Chosun. For
example, Qing provided Jdoans to Chosun without collateral or interest, and
it also used to volunteer financially supporting Chosun when there was
necessity, which means loan, a modern financial deal between countries,
used to operate ‘between premodern relationships between Chosun and
Qing. As for issuing Hojo, Chosun used to violate the issuance process of
Hojo in early “stage’ of opening the [Tianjin port and was pointed out by
the head of Tianjin. Customs by travelling in Qing only with certification
of Chosun. The case shows-that Chosun’s officials were not accustomed
to the new administrative system in the short—-term. In this situation,
Qing helped Chosun to understand and accept modern administrative
system by actively advising in practical level.

Of course, the fact that Chosun’s delegates stayed in Tianjin unable to
reside in Beijing and the consular in Tianjin received the same treatment
as the head of Tianjin Customs not Libu shows that Chosun’s officials
were discriminated contrary to delegates from other countries. But Chosun
could adapt to modern paradigm and mitigate the shock from opening the
country by maintaining the dual system of the tributary and the treaty

system.
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