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A comparative study for Korean-Japanese idiom about Gi

Mutsumi Minami

Department of Japanese Language and Literature, The Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Japanese and Korean have lexical and grammatical aspects in common.
For smooth communication; even though idiom is hard to understand, it
has history /and way of thinking of its| country, including components of
its characteristics. Among many idioms, Gi (%) is used in daily
conversation, helping understand about Japanese people.

Because the “word, Gi, is mcluded| variety of meanings, it is thought
that the word is not presented merely as Japanese. itself.

In the paper, the theme-is-chosen for comparison of Korean-Japanese,
studied for being used in communication in order to build a profound
interrelation in the global age.

Because Gi comes from Chinese etymology, it is necessary to find out
how chinese people grasp the word, and then the result is that the
ancient Chinese people understood the universe with a bipolar(positive
and negative) structure, which is called as the heavenly world and the
earthly world. And a god in heavenly world could communicate with

human through Gi.



Because Japanese people have no such belief in their minds, they
grasp meaning of the word, Gi, emotionally. By the way the word is
accepted as a aspect of medical field and health(})) in Korea, so it can
be said that both countries have a different way to accept the idea
about Gi.man through Gi.

For the meaning of Gi, it should be considered in the Korean and the
Japanese dictionary, and the Japanese dictionary says that Gi has many

"a  movement of mind, action, condition,

meanings such as
consciousness, naturey-, -especially invisible action, including many
meaning of mind-related actions.

However, the idiom of Gi~in the Korean dictionary is meant more
likely in human’s outer strength such as sourceful 'strength of
activity, power of growing things, energy coming from when breathing,
mental strength, and so on; rather than its internality

With result ‘of translating Gi idiom into Korean and Japanese, 64.4% of
Japanese Gi can. be! translated into Korean weord. relating with mind
such as heart, mood,-nature,. interest, concern, conscience, and so on,
and 35.6% can be translated as other means.

And Korean Gi idiom can be translated into Japanese as words
relating with mood(20%), nature(7%), and others(73%).

With the outcomes of translation, they show that contents with
Japanese word Gi can be translated into Korean distinctively as variety
of meanings that are formed with mind.

In the opposite way, Korean word Gi can be translated into Japanese

with forms of clear meanings.

_iv_



Although closely 65% of Japanese Gi can be translated into
mind-relating words, it is because Japanese people do not have a belief
about the heaven. So it is assumed that Japanese people get a grip on
God’'s actions as Gi and on thing that affects on mind and spirit
despite of its invisibility.

That is, Japanese people have used Gi as the existence of God's
actions that affect on people’s mind and spirit.

In Korea, on the contrary to Japanese, people get a grip on Gi as
medical or health aspects, not including mental internality.

To Japanese many Gi idioms are used, and also it“can be said that
Japanese people put more value on using word Gi because it is the

existence of God’'s action although Gi 1s invisible.
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