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A Comparative Analysis of Postposition toritate B9/ 7T,

Representing the Meaning of bokashi I1Z#L

by Ji Hoon Kim

Department of Japanese Graduate School

Pukyong National University Pusan, Korea

Abstract

In Japanese grammar, the categorization of ' postposition, toritate
consists of a part of modern Japanese grammar.

While Japanese grammar views toritate as a  binding particle
affecting the expression of the end of a sentence or adding adverbial
meanings like an adverbial particle, % H(1948) first introduced the
notion of toritate adding a new category which eventually triggered
subsequent inquiries.

According to 1-HI(2009),- toritate | is used -when a speaker points
out an event or context to differentiate and emphasize with other
situation. Toritate takes the form as ha, demo, nado, nanka, nante,
dake, sika and ha. Toritate has the meaning of additional, contrastive,
definite, evaluative and descriptive bokashi. Among these meanings,
bokasi smoothen the flow of whole sentences by using a specific
postposition toritate.

Regarding the relevant research on postposition toritate, the

researcher of this study reviewed and based on that of 4 H (1986,



1994), F#(1991) and {=H(2009). It was learned that throughout the
analysis of each individual meaning of toritate, the meaning of
bokashi was embedded in mo, demo and nanka.

This study was conducted to compare and find out the differences
among mo, demo and nanka meaning bokashi in postposition toritate.
This conceptual framework was originated from the theory of {-H
(2009) who distinctively expounded the meanings of bokashi.

The similarity is that these -postpositions restrict the predicate
involving with the meaning of the end of a. sentence. On the
contrary, in the case of the meaning of “bokashi, “the correlation
between adverb and modality are noticed.

In a nutshell, mo takes the form of a declarative sentence carrying
the meaning of ' descriptive modality and status adverb. Demo has
the characteristics of statement adverbial modality and /recognition
modality.

However, for the case of_nanka, there exists no:restrictions with the

predicate and it interacts. with diverse forms of modality.
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