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An Analysis of Games in the New English Textbooks of

the Elementary School: Focus on the Third Grade

Seong Hee Kim

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to- analyze games in ~the new third grade
elementary school English-textbooks, and to compare. them with the previously
published textbook. that was based on the 7the.National Curriculum:, Revision. This
study will look at similarities and differences’ between the two' types of books, and
try to provide conducive suggestions for English teachers who use games in their
classes.

For that purpose, the games in the new textbooks were analyzed in terms of
factors such as the game type, organization, communicative .functions, speaking
practice type, language-skills, =physical: responses, purposes, motivation, choosing
the game leader, competitive counterparts, operating activities, and the victory.

The results of the analysis are as follows: First, there are several similarities
between the two types of textbooks. The first one is a trend to handle only a few
game types. Even though the two types of textbooks have different high-ranking
games, they tend to focus only on some games. In the older textbook, the
question and answer type games ranked highest, the card & board games ranked
next highest, the information exchange games, and the guessing games. However,
in the new textbooks, the card & board games ranked highest, the memory games

and guessing games in that order. It was found that there is a limited number of



game types presented in the Korean elementary English textbooks.

With regard to language skills, there is virtually no considerable change
compared with the games in the older textbook. The tendency towards speaking
and listening skills remains relatively the same. Also, when it comes to the
possibility of who will win the game, there exists very little change, either. Among
the games in the older textbook, children's English ability is the major element to
win a game. Although the ability element has a big side effect when it works
alone, it is the same as before.

However, there are some positive similarities. With regard to who plays the role
of the game leader, the  analysis showed that game leaders tended to be the
students themselves. It is a _good point when we think about*educational effects.
Students can enjoy games a lot,~and theyrean learn English naturally. In terms of
hads-on activities, it is the same. Every game, both in the older textbook and new
textbooks requires kinesthetic movements to ‘play. Students need to do something
not only verbally but also physically when they play games. Due to the age factor,
children can feel bored easily, which is why games involving physical movements
help them as well.

Now several differences: were found to exist -between -games in the older
textbook and those in the new. textbooks.

First, in terms of organization, the most prevalent activity type was whole—class
work. However, in the new textbooks, group work and pair work occupy over a
half of the games. It means more students have opportunities to use English and
participate in games actively.

Second, with regard to motivation, the competitive spirit was encouraged more
than cooperation. In the older textbook, competitive games were more common
than in the current textbooks, but the teamwork spirit seemed to extend slightly.
Because of this change, students may be able to learn English pleasantly.

Third, when it comes to the physical response, the need to respond verbally was

,Vi,



reduced conspicuously. It means that students will be able to be exposed to more
language input while playing games instead of burden to speak in English.

Finally, an interesting change has taken place in language skills. In the older
textbook, there is no game related to reading and writing skills. It might have been
natural because the 7th National Curriculum Revision did not handle the two
language skills in the 3rd grade textbook. However, the New National Curriculum
Revision utilizes them from the 3rd grade on. Therefore, some games are meant to
use reading and writing skills. Despite the narrow ratio of those skills, it signifies a
meaningful beginning towards developing literacy in English.

Accordingly, it may be-said that the attempt to utilize “various games will be an
important project for' English teachers to provide children with more effective games
to play in English. On. top of it;-English teachers in elementary 'schools need to
study more games in order to maintain positive effects of playing games in English

while inventing various ways to minimize negative effects.
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2 A A A= v Gt 12341 9] Listen & play’, 234 9
‘Speak & play’, 3xFA1 9] ‘Act & play' & AYd EF5oz 5o EA5%
3, B w3 o = 122 9] ‘Talk & play 1), 222 ¢l ‘Talk & play 2, 3
ZkA19] ‘Talk! Talk!, 4341 €] ‘Have Fun’ &% Al S50z #4343
tt. C A A = 12419l ‘Hooray 1, 2xA19] ‘Hooray 2, 4x}A| 9]
‘Hooray 32 AY &5o=Z 739, D wapx A= 2341 9] ‘Talk &
play’, 3zkA1¢] ‘Have Fun’, 43419 ‘Do & Show'E Al 5oz HFd
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AT 25 Gold g AT AY LS PN GAAE ws

o <E 4> e AT 75 e AAEAT AR wg
w =

<E 4> ATA Z2THA Gl & FAY AT 7T

oA} A E
a S oAnge of A
7] 5
A} A How many apples? Do you have a pen? What time
AH is it?
Apa ghol I§ this your book? Yes, that’s mine. It’s on the
third floor.
A} 7 . .
A2 B AL | She has big brown eyes. My mother is a teacher.
S = |
° ) RS I get up at seven every day.
o 3 ]
R What did you do yesterday?
A & I'll play baseball tomorrow.
H] 1 I'm taller than you.
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<E 4> AT 2T/ FolF uF FAHY AT 7S (AF)

AL A E
<4t S AngsE o Al 2
7] =
o Me, too. Same here. That's right. That's a good
Ela=l idea.
Ao, =) hCan ?you join us? Would you like to come to my
ouse?
A A 7bs, Can you swim? Sure, I can. He can swim. Sorry, I
H = 875 |can't.
x 4 1
3A138F7] | Are you sure? I'm not sure.
= May I go-home now? Can I have some more?
A A, F A4 Open your book. No, don’t do-that.
o)A X3 | What do you want to do? I have no idea.
o}t Do(Don’t) you like pears?
aol% I (don't) like apples. 1 like to play baseball.
7§ Xi 3 2ot | I'm happy. I'm sad. He is angry. What a surprise!
x ¢
3= A | What do you want? I want a new car.
4 That’s too bad.
_IJZZ_E_-]I ]
| AraH, W] Sorry.*Excuse me. That’'s OK.
H =
A = 3} R Help me, please.
o 7l Be careful!
QIA} Hello. Good morning. Good bye. How's your family?
20 My name is Jinho. Nice to meet you. This is my
- friend.
A A Thank you. Thanks a lot. You're welcome.
g & | 29 27 | Look. Listen. Pardon me.
A7 =3 Very good. Happy birthday! How kind of you.
ot Congratulations! You're so kind. Well done.
oF & How about tomorrow? No problem.
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