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A study on Feminine Writing of works in the
Korean Language textbook of high School
- Through the review of TTurbid Watersy , TNaked Tree;

Son Se Jin

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Korea had neglected~ female education under the- idea of predominance
of men over women and patriarchism arisen- from Confucian traditions,
however, female power and awarenessmfairly improved due to the recent
improvement | of female educational standards and active entry of women
in public affairs. Nevertheless, according to the Gender Empowerment
Measure in 2001 by’ the United Nation's Development | Programme
(UNDP), Korea ranked 61th place out of 61 countries and turned out to
be suffered from imbalance in the area of workforce entering and power
distribution despite~ of ~her ~openness for -equal -educational opportunities
for men and women. This “eutcome can “be changed with the shift of
Korea's socially accepted idea by enthusiastically implementing gender
equality in school education.

Therefore, this study aims to consider contemporary novels in Korean
language textbooks from the feministic perspective and to find ways to
reflect those considerations to gender equality education in Korean
language education.

To achieve these objectives, this study examined ways for gender
equality education primarily using contemporary novels in high school

Korean language textbooks in which learners can understand and criticize



its social conflicts to develop the formation of self—becoming through
establishing personal values.

First of all, in chapter II, this study took a look at the flow of feminism
and feministic criticism and theory in Korean literature as a theocratical
background for gender equality education.

In chapter III, this study clarified that current textbooks are consisted
of male oriented contents by analyzing textbooks which are the
representative  teaching—learning material and searched for alternative
ways to change and supplement this problem.

In additions, it analyzed Turbid Waters written by. Chae, Man—sik as a
ecriture feminine -work written by a male writter and 7The Naked Tree by
Park, Wan—seo as a ecriture~feminine work written by a “female writter

that are included in the textbooks on the basis of ecriture feminine',
one of the methods of feministic criticism. As a result, Turbid Waters
exposes coercive sacrifices imposed | for women in modern society and
contradictions' of patriarchal institution and approaches the problems of a
maturing woman by presenting an alternative character -who comes up
against the female protagonist-'Chobong'.

In The Naked Tree, the.  author expresses her female protagonist's will
to recover herself amid of her severance of maternal instinctive love by
means of autobiographical writing based on the author's own experience.
Furthermore, the author showed her existence and experience as a
woman by employing layers of language of confession, madness, body,
and monologue.

In chapter 4, the relationship between the objective of literary
education and the education of feminism novels was investigated, and the
application of feminism literature to the education of novels, and the

educational meaning through the application were also examined.



From the standpoint of female education, feminism novels can become
an excellent educational material to create the subjective self of women.
Also, the education of feminism novels should be performed in the way
to investigate the true female characteristics and the  special
characteristics of the process to form a female identity through the
novels reflecting female consciousness.

Such an education will help learners make analytical decision on
gender—discriminative ideology through the understanding of feminism in
novels, and consequently form their right sense of value about gender.

With this, this study proposed alternative ways “to the establishment a
women's self identity and the desirable gender education by disclosing
problems related with gender discrimination and. analyzing feministic
novels in high school Korean language textbooks.

I hope this study can contribute to 'the direction of Korean language

class for the improvement of the gender equality awareness.
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