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A Study on the English Vocabulary Learning
Strategies of High School Students

Na Yeong Kim

Graduate School of Fducation

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate what wocabulary Ilearning
strategies Korean high school students use when learning English
vocabulary, and to examine how often they use those strategies, and what
the relationships are between the use of vocabulary learning strategies and
their vocabulary proficiency. The objectives of this study are'as follows:

First, to describe .the types and frequencies -of vocabulary Ilearning
strategies that Korean high school students use.

Second, to relate the types and frequencies of vocabulary Ilearning
strategies to students’ achievement —in-vocabulary, as -measured by
performance on tests.

In order to achieve this goal, interviews were conducted to ascertain
what vocabulary learning strategies Korean high school students use. Based
on the results of the interviews, a survey duestionnaire was made
consisting of 37 vocabulary learning strategies that Korean high school
students use. After that, data was collected from a total of 113 Korean
high school students (Grade 2) using the survey questionnaire to establish
the types and frequencies of vocabulary learning strategies that they use.
At the same time, Nation's (1990) Vocabulary Levels Tests were taken to

measure the students’ English vocabulary proficiency. The results were

_Vi_



analyzed by means of descriptive statistics, factor analysis, correlation,
multiple regression analysis and ANOVA.

Aside from the 11 students who didn’'t answer the questionnaire properly,
the remaining 102 subjects were divided into three groups according to
their test scores.

The major findings are as follows:

First, participants used strategies such as guessing from textual
context, analyzing part of the word, and using their background Kknowledge
to discover the meaning of a new word. Students relied heavily on visual
repetition, word 1lists, silent repetition, and image word form to
consolidate the new word.

Second, four factors were extracted from the types of vocabulary learning
strategies that the participants use, which are determination strategy
factors, social  strategy factors, memory strategy factors and cognitive
strategy factors. Students use the strategies of cognitive strategy factors
the most, and social strategy factors the least.

Third, there are statistically significant relationships between
determination strategy 'factors and vocabulary proficiency, 'and memory
strategy factors and vocabulary proficiency respectively. The results
showed that the more the students used determination and memory strategy
factors, the higher their vocabulary test scores were.

Fourth, there are statistically significant differences in the use of
vocabulary learning strategies. between higher .students and lower students.
Students with higher scores —in . vocabulary tests make more use of
determination strategy factors, such as guessing from context, background
Knowledge, and analyzing words. Also, higher scoring students use more
strategies such as connecting the word to its synonyms and antonyms,
associating the word with its coordinates, grouping confusing words
together to study them, learning the words of an idiom together, and image
word' s meaning than lower scoring students do. Those strategies that higher
scoring students use are what makes the difference between higher scoring

students and lower scoring students in terms of vocabulary proficiency.
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17. M2 HI2 SO E S20LF o2k &M &I 8tCH 5 (4 |3 |2 |1
18. N2 i@ YO0 E =02 &N-II8tL}. 5 (4 |3 |2 |1
19. ESHe= HOHS2 ZO0HA &M 2DI8tCH s a3 BB
0ll: economiclt economicalg &M &JI8tCH
20. B SFAILE HOFAL, 020122 &Nl 20t &H |8t - . F
Oll: disagree, disapprove, discloseE & H 2| 8tCh.
21. M2 B2 S E WAL &M 2I|8tCH Ay . K
Ol: imagine2 2JI& [ imagination, imaginativeES &M & J|8tC}.
22. ¥0l St &H3S=2 st=222 HI=s=olA HIROA LDIStCH. - . F
Ol: ‘agree’E 22 M ‘O, di~'(S2oiCtel S=)2 2 D|stit.
23. M2 HI2 ZoiJF L2 S20|LI 222 J|olBHA 2|80 5 14 |3 |2 |1
24. N2 & 20 E 42 UH 0el ¥ USol EHA 2|8t 5014 |3 |2 |1
25. N2 2 HOlE DIS£2=2 0lg ¥ 2USoll 23HA 2|8l 5 (4 |3 |2 |1
26. M2 HI2 HE £22 0 H MHA 2I|8IC}. 5 (4 |3 |2 |1
27. N2 HI2 S E =22 0 H BHA 2I|8tC, 5 (4 |3 |2 |1
28. 0l W=2 MZ iR SHtoie.28 EHAN 11 A=E2 Gl ¢
ol=C}. 5 4 3 2 1
29. B0IE b HO AN 2E0= 20 HHE, LERN= 2 MA 5 la |3 BB
eblst &, LIE0le =2 Jleld "ol Soier EH A 2 D(8HCE
30. WitALE E2AHN U= HO SEE 0|20l M2 2 S0 E
o1 | & 5 |4 |3 [2 |1
DI StLt.
31. HdMU0| =4l ZBIEZE 0|20l MZ tie HHE II8tC 4 1
32. NSUAH st S HH{&EES 0|50 &2I|8tC 4 1
33. ZAEQIN MZ 2 SHE MA =HOILt 2SS0l 20 =10 LIS 4 1
34. AN L2 E M M2 HI2 HHE E=2oll =0 s a3 BB
Ol: Lt= &W purest AFEH0[OH
35. M2 B2 SO E S&E JIZE JHXJ| Aol g2 = 0hA 5 la |3 BB
(B, g3, A4, M, &X §)8 0/t
36. AA2 AIEZ2 XA M2 HI2 HOE 2|80 4 1
37. =2 A2t 0120lE HEEo=z2 M2 Ul HOE =258t 4 1
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<HEE 2> 93 ARAA

of M2EE 9ol Bol HAEQUD ZZe o AFse Fo| @
& Zet theel ds o) Wl o] 1 WEE A HoAL.

1 business
2 clock 4
3 horse "\ EY ) F
4 pencil i 5
5 shoe
6 wall
923 Zo] 'etA L.
1 business
2"clock 6 4
3 horse 5 CRE AP
4 pencil -4 o
5 shoe
6 wall

ol & Je Al M9 dole o HEAEE ZF ¢ ogA 317]
H3 e ALZ o] dojEd JIFIFE 2 LEFJ gFYH.
99 oA business, clock, shoe?} ]9 s FTY .
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¥ BEE

1 belt

2 climate 1
3 executive 2
4 notion 3
5 palm

6 victim

1 acid

2 bishop 4)
3 chill Y
4 ox 6
5 ridge

6 structure

1 bench

2 charity (7M.
3 jar ).
4 mate )L
5 mirror

6 province

1 boot

2 device (10)__
3 lieutenant (1n__
4 marble (12)__
5 phrase

6 vein

1 apartment

2 candle (13
3 draft (14)__
4 horror (15
5 prospect

6 timber

M
o
ftlo
ot
ofr
o,
>
to

B
ey

slew, S

& e
T, ool

g, A

H
o3, A
B, Zet

1 betray
2 dispose
3 embrace
4 injure

5 proclaim

6 scare

(16)__
an__
(18)__

0o e
e mx
e
R

ol
id

)
ol
20
i)

1 encounter
2 illustrate
3 inspire

4 plead

5 seal

6 shift

(19)__
(200__
(2D__

1 assist

2 bother

3 condemn
4 erect

5 trim

6 whirl

©Z2) L1
(23)F iy
24

1 annual
2 concealed
3.definite
4 mental
5 previous

6 savage

(25)___
(26)___
27__

1 dim

2 junior

3 magnificent
4 maternal

5 odd

6 weary

(28)___
(29___
(30)_

79
) o.|>:
%

ot
=)
rot
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%
f
st
M
0.?‘_'4
filo
%
3
to

1 ballon 1 blend
2 federation (31)__ ¥&Fol 2 devise (46)___ A
3 novelty (32) A7s o 3 hug (47)  a1otsich
4 pail (33 & 4 lease (48)___ Attt
5 veteran 5 plague
6 ward 6 reject
1 alcohol 1 abolish
2 apron (34) =, & 2 drip (49)  HA s}
3 hip (35 HF:uk=Ed A 3 insert (50) o3k
4 lure (36) . A w} 4 predict (B1)_ FAAZA 7
5 mess 5 soothe
6 phase 6 thrive
apparatus 1 bleed
compliment 2 collapse -Hoh AT
ledge 3 precede e iass
revenue 4 reject AqH o
scrap 5 skip
tile 6 tease
1 bulb 1 casual
2 document (40)__ =l 2 desolate (55)__ F7v+=
3 legion (41) 4 3 fragrant (56 =53
4 mare (42) A 4 radical (B7)___ A% =&
5 pulse 5 unique
6 tub 6 wholesome
1 concrete 1 gloomy
2 era (43) TIa¥ 2% 2 gross (68)___ Hl9l&=
3 fiber (44)___ ZFel Hdj7] 3 infinite (59)__ =%
4 loop (45)___ A171, Al 4 limp (60)___ H-2hgh
5 plank 5 slim
6 summit 6 vacant
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