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A Study of the Development Process and Political Significance

of the Symbolic Emperor System of Japan

by Seon Hee Kim

Department of Japanese Graduate School

Bukyong National University Pusan, Korea

According to the external influence caused by Japanese defeat, even the
existence of the emperor system itself as—well as its divinity had been in a
most precarious situation. Even in the process of going through the numerous
plots and fabrications of the America and the ruling class of Japan under the
occupation policy of America , the Symbolic Emperor System could be stably
established.

The interest of America, which was to iblock the infiltration of Communism
into Japan during the Cold War, the effort of Japanese ruling class, which was
to create new images ‘of the Symbolic Emperor /System through its
continuance and the emperor's. exemption of the war responsibility whatever
they pay, and the agreement of the [Japanese people, who were willing to
share the hardship, were-the most important bases of the establishment of the
Symbolic Emperor System.and rthe emperor-could-naturally escape from the

responsibility.

During the 60s' and 70s', mainly through the mass communication, the image
of the emperor could be changed into democratic and modern one by
establishing new image for the emperor and his family and widely advertizing
his economical and peaceful image. Through this change of process, the
emperor and the Symbolic Emperor System apparently seems not to be

relative to the political significance.

Because the conservative regime has been pushing ahead with the

reinstatement of the Symbolic Emperor System on the basis of its



establishment among the people, It is thought that a series of the measures,
such as the enactment of National Foundation Day according to the
amendment of the Celebration Day Law, the Centennial of the Meiji
restoration in 1968, the 50th Anniversary of the emperor's reign, the
enactment of reign name in 1979, and the 60th Anniversary of the emperor's
reign, is being taken for the frame work of its historical significance and the

emphasis of the continuity with the prewar days.

On the other hand, with the 90s' of Hirohito's death, though Japanese
conservatism is more noticeable than the war end with a rise as a global
economic power, there is no explicit movement for the strength of the
authority of the Symbolic Emperor System—and some of the Japanese tends
not to give much meaning to the national unification for the Symbolic Emperor
System.

However, with the recent rise of the Chinese threat, the possibility that the
right-wing conservatives take this opportunity to use the emperor as the core

of the Nationalism has been increasing.

Along with the recent constitutional revision for peace, the movement for the
strength of the Symbolic Emperor System can be also functioned as a symbol
of the national, division rather. than that of the national unification. Because
the more that the opinion-that the movement for the.strength of the Symbolic
Emperor System through-the -enlargement of the political role is illegal in the
national affairs except the._admitted in the Constitution, the more the System
can come to the fore as a symbol of the division but not as that of the

unification.

It is thought that the more relative the emperor is to political activities, the
bigger the risk as a symbol of the division but not as that of the unification.
But it is certain that the strength of the emperor's political activities is still
being kept eye on.
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