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Democratic centralism role in the political system

reform in China

In-Hye Kim

Department of Chines Studies
Graduate School of International Studies

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Despite the demise of many socialist countries, China has boasted its strong

foothold as a 'socialist nation. In addition, the country has evolved into a
strong power as one of G2 so that became a must—have to the international
society. It has'exercised its status as a socialist nation through the economic
development and. political reform:.
Democratic centralism of~China has defined and realized as' the organizational
principle of government regime and Chinese~Communist Party. The notion is
also used as a tool for =execution of party democracy and policy
decision—-making.

Democratic centralism is composed of dialectical relations of ‘democracy’
and ‘centralism’. The ‘democracy’ is caused by elections where a leading
power 1is top—-down; major issues are decided by absolute principle of
majority; and electorates have a right to impeach their leader. Meanwhile, the
‘centralism’ is a notion for standard opinion, claims, will and behaviors with
application of the majority rule to suggested and collected issues and claims
in the course of free presentation and democratic rights enjoyment of the
mass public.

Democratic centralism started to be used as an organizational principle of
socialist party after Russian Revolution in 1905 and became a unique ideology
of the organizational structure from the inauguration of the Communist Party



while generating an organizational scheme in which minority should follow the
will of majority and part should obey the whole.

In July, 192, foundation of Chinese Communist Party formed and developed
Democratic centralism based on Marxism and Leinism. In the course of
formation and development of Democratic centralism theory, there have been
some difficulties. In particular, the theory of Democratic centralism was
substantially deteriorated during the Great Cultural Revolution since 1957.
After completion of the revolution, Deng Xiaoping developed a unique
socialism of China based on his experience on foundation of Chinese
Communist Party and the government so that opened the door for theoretical
development of Democratic centralism.

Democratic centralism has its unique points in the process of policy making
which activates organizations to ensure negotiation, discussion and agreement
in line with democratic_decision making principles of Democratic centralism.
The political reform-of China was pursued to sustain the power scheme of the
Communist Party-and upon diversification and generalization ‘of social benefits
as a result of /strengthened reform and' opening, expectation ‘and demand of
the Chinese people for democracy played as a variable to the political reform.
In such circumstance, the political reform ensured sustainability of the
governing system of the Communist Party based on Democratic c¢entralism and
satisfaction of democracy demand of the people.

The core of execution of intra-party democracy lies in the full realization of
Democratic centralism since the intraTtparty democracy was generated from
Democratic centralism.« The -intra-party democracy-'1s . a kind of process to
execute democratic regime .regulations. tothe organization, scheme and
process of the Party based on. basic principles of-Democratic centralism and it
realize and sustain Democratic centralism as basic and principle of itself. In
other words, Democratic centralism is the foundation for development and
advancement of intra—-party democracy. The separation of the intraparty
democracy from Democratic centralism of Chinese Communist Party cannot
ensure the realization of both of them. The operational methods of collective
leadership system based on centralization principle are in line with major
contents of Democratic centralism. In the system, the democratic aspect has
recently emphasized so that in accordance with principles of a collective
leadership system, any individual leader cannot make an arbitrary decision;
but only a collective group can make such decision on major issues. [t
suggests the operational role of Democratic centralism for the settlement and



realization of the system.

China has been interested in the bottom-up leadership and the central
decision making body locates at the top tier of power. Unlike the past,
Democratic centralism has played a role of expansion based on ‘democracy’
and ‘centralized’ execution in such conditions. In the vertical structure, a
responsible body of any decision is not an individual but a group so that the
pressure to individuals has decreased and opinions of the general public are
more reflected to decision making process.

To realize the social democracy of China, democracy should be more
emphasized and utilized in Democratic centralism. Otherwise, it is not
impossible to realize Chinese model or Chinese democracy.

Key words : Democratic centralism, political system reform in China,

intra—party-democracy
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