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An Analysis of Games
in Elementary School English Textbooks
and Teachers’ Perceptions

Woo Jeong Bae

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the games in the 4th grade
elementary school English' textbooks of four different publishers. This study
also aims to survey the teachers’ opinions of the types of the game, and the
students’ preference for them, and the difficulties that the teachers have when
they use games in English ‘class.

For this purpose, five categories of analysis were set up as.a result of the
review of the previous-researches. The five categories are the language skills
used chiefly for the game, the aim of the game, the winning elements of the
game, the organization of learners-and the presence of physical response in the
game. I also surveyed which type of games teachers and students prefer
through the questions for teachers.

The result of this study are as follows.

First, in terms of the language skills used chiefly for the game, the number
of the games for speaking and listening is higher than the number of them for
reading and writing. Also, there are some games which involve more than two
skills. Teachers have a positive opinion for listening, speaking and reading
games but a negative opinion for writing ones. It is because there aren’t

enough writing games in the textbook.



Second, in terms of the aim of the game, most of the games were for the
practice of language forms, while a few were games for communication.
Students and teachers also prefer the games intended for the practice of
language forms to the games for communication.

Third, in terms of the winning elements of the game, the number of the
games based on the students’ ability was higher than the number of the
games based on luck. However, students were more interested in the games
based on luck. Teachers answered that the effectiveness of the two kinds of
the game was same.

Fourth, in terms of the organization-of-learners, some textbooks had more game
of the group work, while other textbooks had more game of the whole—class
work. Teachers liked the group work the best, the - whole-class. work secondly, the
pair work and the individual work lastly. They thought that the group work was
the most effective.

Fifth, in terms of the presence of physical response in the game, the number
of the games which include students’ physical response like moving or singing
or dancing is higher than the number of the games which don’t include
students’ physical response. However teachers thought that the games which
include students”™ physical -response are much more effective.

Some suggestions “concernirig-the result of this study are come up with as
follows. First, there should “be same amounts-—-of games which involve
speaking, listening, reading and writing. So more games of reading and
writing are needed. Second, more games for the practice of language forms
are needed same as at present. Third, more games based on Iluck are
needed. Fourth, there should be more games of the group work than those
of the other forms of organization. Fifth, there should be more games which

include students’ physical response like moving, singing or dancing.
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