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Research on the factors that affect English listening
comprehension of high school students.

Kwon Eun—Kyoung

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purposesof this study is to examine the factors that affect English
listening comprehension “in high school students “and find research
methods students and teachers doing for the best teaching methods and
learning strategies of | the English| listening. This thesis |employs a
qualitative case study of two high school students' inner monologue. Data
were collected over- a ten-month period from written documents,
audio—recordings,- interviews. of the' students; ebservations of teachers,
and a research methodology journal." “According to their activity
participation rate, data were analyzed to identify factors that affect
English listening comprehension and examine difference between two
students.

Looking at diverse range of interactional contexts, this study provided
contextually loaded explanations of why and how listening comprehension
1S not easy. Participants nominated linguistic factors, learning factors,
psychological factors and strategic factors as hampering their current
learning processes as well as product.

These factors are classified according to the thirty—seven main factors



that affect English listening comprehension, which are listed into eighteen
categories.

Among these factors, absence of the appropriate listening teaching was
extended to their current learning situation.

From the results, these factors tried to understand issues and concepts
in pedagogical research that are related to teaching listening
comprehension, appreciate factors that might make listening difficult for
students.

Finally, this study showed that these results and suggestions provided

for better English listening comprehension of high scheol students.
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&ttt Richards ¢+ Schmidt(2002)& £71% ©]dlsti= 212 English
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Thompson, 1982; Stern, 1975). Rubin(1975)< 3t 5259 &
& H % (aptitude), & 7] (motivation), 1283l 7]2] (opportunity) 2] Al
7HA @]l o& Ad v As Axsith

...... First, The good language learner may be a good guesser.
Second, He 1is often willing to appear foolish in order to

communicate and get his message across. Third, He will try



out his knowledge by making up new sentences, thus

bringing his newly acquired competence into use ~ (p. 43).
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(Mclaughlin et,al., 1983:White,1989). $8, £7] m5o] t& <o)
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...... At the beginning stages of language study, before students

have learned to read well, it is by listening that they can have
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the most direct connection to the meaning of the new language.
...... At the intermediate level, when students are refining the
grammatical system of the language. listening can be used to
stimulate awareness of detail and to promote accuracy. At
advanced levels, when written language becomes of viable
source of input, a regular program of listening can extend the
limits of learners' vocabulary and use of idioms, and build their

appreciation for cultural nuances.....” (P.106—107).
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oF drh(HFel, 2003). HEFF o] F o] V2E & A7 WS 1

ANE AFE dutstz AdAd A5
Ao ZlolE v st ewE WE F5 T Van Lier(1988)+«= 1L
o webA 2 dATelM e 22 shaAEba stdEte oY THA AdEel
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a2tk (Maxwell, 1996).
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M: Hey, Linda. Did you find a website that sells picnic tables?

W: Yeah, come over here. Here’ 's one that has some.

M: Wow! They have a good selection. What kind of table should
we get?

W: I think a square one is better than a round one.
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M

Hmm. But [ think a round one would be safer for the children.
You' 're right. Look here. These even have rests for the
back.

That’ 's great. Having rests for the back will be more

comfortable.

: Then, let’ 's look at only those.

OK. I think we should go with the one that has two seats.
But the one with four seats would be better when we invite
guests over.

I agree. Then, let’ 's order this one.

5.3l F =% 7T AES 5 S -SEc] Q. [37]

@ $180 @ $190 © $220 @ $250 ® $290

[Phone rings.]

M

W:

Good afternoon, Continental Bus Lines reservations.

Hi. My family ~and I—are planning te travel from Boston to
Philadelphia. How much is the fare?

The standard fare is 100 dollars per person. How many
people will be traveling?

Two adults and one child. Do you have a discount for
children?

Yes. Children from ages 2 through 11 get 40% off the
standard fare.

Oh, that’ 's too bad. My child is 13. Then, do you have a

_36_



discount for senior citizens?
Yes, we do. We have a discount of 10% for people over 65.
That’ 'll work. My mother is 70.

Would you like to go ahead with the reservation?

= 5 2 =

Yes, please.
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...... almost all training in oral communication in high school and
college programs is in effective speaking. The teaching of
listening has been superficially treated in language classes.
There seem to be much fewer teaching materials for listening
than for speaking and/or reading. This is because teachers
comprehension processes are still not ~well understood and
because teachers often assume that students. will somehow
develop /listening skills naturally -~ once - they " are taught

speaking...... " (p.248).
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