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A Study on Improving English Communication Competence
of Elementary School Students
through English Debates

Hyun Ju Jang

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

ABSTRACT

This study has investigated improving - English. communication competence
through teaching debate vocabulary, debating method by steps, real debate
training subjects, and small debate contest for Korean elementary school
students.

For this study, it is mainly concerned with debate training in the elementary
school 6th grade students. The listening test, the pre and post survey, and an
interview have been conducted to find out the most appropriate means for
improving English communication competence among Korean elementary school
students. The experimental group was constructed -with 30 students in the
period of 8 months, and the-resultsof ithe debates completed by analyzing
video—tape, comparing pre and post-survey,-and the structured interview.

The results of this study were as follows:

First, we researched on the listening, writing, and speaking to analyze
English communication competence. In the listening, the debate training has
brought positive effect for the listening ability. In the writing and speaking, we
analyzed the number of sentences and vocabulary used during the time
students were debating. It showed that the results are significantly increased.

Second, we analyzed the changes of the students’ expectation for English

communication competence by steps. The English debates training brought

= Vil -



much improvement in the fields of the listening, reading, and writing, whereas
slight increasing on speaking. Therefore it has positively affected on improving
English communication competence.

Third, in the analysis of the students’ interview, the English debates
contributed to considerable improving in students’ self-confidence. And also in
the opinion of the native co-teacher, the English debates have contributed to
the most successful development related to the students’ academic vocabulary,
and increased their confidence by using the prepared speeches and providing
the feedhack to their peers’ arguments.

In conclusion, this research showed that the English. debate can be used to
improve their English communication competence by applying the proper
procedures and’ methods for the elementary school students. There should be
also needed/ to develop  the teaching | materials of English | debates for

elementary school students.
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AA> BEE 59 §o ® A=

HojHl WAME Debate for juniors( €, 2009a & 2009b) Ao <l

EEe MHOR fU8S Fustel SEAseA BE W 2 1
o e ole TAES /HEAT, ATAE FFATe] Aojul wAtshe]

ol 2 =7 ‘Dogs make the best pets. &= A &S 2o v} —1¢

= e =ol HE gtk 2L 22 YHE

K

Keeping pets' is a good thing: Pets aressweet and cute. They can make
people happy Just by being together. They can keep you company, too.
These days, there are so many people who own pets and pets are treated
like family members. Among various kinds of pets, dogs make the most
common pets., They are tame animals and very easy to care for, Also, they
are very faithful and loyal to their owners. Some other kinds of pets are
hamsters, cats, fish, snakes, birds, turtles, iguanas, ete(Debate for juniors, 4

%, 2009a).

SRS A Zao]| o] 2 A Ho] EEY =4 = ‘resolution’e]#FE A
< €A s, o=Ale dig QA oAs vt dE E49, ofY

Ela=any

b
m
)
£
oz
i
)
>
>
o
lo
Y
o

I agree with this resolution ‘Dogs make the hest pet” =2 I disagree with

the resolution, dogs don’t make the best pets.
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& FaR st AASo] AR oA Eer

7Fek3t o] f-(reason) S 7hes| whElvl.

I agree with this resolution, dogs make the best pet. Because dogs play

with people well.

i

ok Zo] 3 F A AT o]fE uhdl F-1 o e et
A7 (supporting idea) 3F ZFXE 2t} o) e 3k H sk whel Az)o]
Z7(evidence)?} H3= Aolt}l, E7= AAH BFE FoA Folw L

AU Tl /A= MHEES AL o5 HE, AL S0l A Sl A

I agree with dogs make the bestpet—Because dogs play with people well.
For example when I return to my house, my dog kisses me and express his

pleasure. It make me happy.
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wAZ Aded HolA H =AlE HA AL 2k 1A o=
wAle] el hds] JHAAAE Frh dE EW o AA Y AEe B
% ‘T agree with dogs make the best pets’ =+ ‘T disagree with dogs
B Arle) edg =

make the best pets’® 3Ft}. 12|31 22}A] o] 35
T WPOlFE ot MR ol W FYE 222 o]F

=
ojgb Zol A WA EAE 27A9] Ffio] EuH =AE (Al
children like pizza very well. & B}iEo]A oA w3l7]ef o148 w3
3] 37| 93k o]f "Iz E grFdit) AUl A Sl Wil A& A

Hud vt 2,

I agree with all children like pizza very well. Because pizza is a healthy
food. It has many vegetables(S5, 2010.06.18.).
I disagree with all children like pizza very well. Because It has many

calories and greasy and make children get fat(S10, 2010.06.18.).

BEA> ol+& sEAs7] A T w7

3¢tAo| A= ‘Large families are better than small families’&F= =4
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2 qEe] 9L A 2o vd ol §8 AL 1Y g o
BEo] AAF o f7t A5l Yw
UE ARE 943 & Q= Awdolm #eHe Ade] Foub ol
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4
FAE FUs0E FAE gl AgwHol REF 497 Bon
A

I agree with large families are better than small families. ‘Because we can
get a lot of pocket money. For.example,mwhen Chuseok we can get lots of

money form my relatives(S12, 2010.10.01.).

<ARA> WP E g o) s) A Rhuka]

]

FAEL AAl] AL FE S0 AWy A58 s Fo]7] 93
SANA AAE Srh AN AAe oA whdE = shAge] oA s
€A 3 2 E CIFLESAES Evrl v g AEe] Ay
g # 3 1 g T 7 gls
A #rh o] A w3k A S AE wg FE HAHo]o) A Meany St
Shuster(2002)0] F&A2 FFEE Z2IaPA o]&3 4d =W
(Four-Step Method)& o] &3lo] wk¥he] A& vhFo] <3k 9>9F o]

N9 e 2o ko) A% FHelv.

K
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“They say...” @}3L A2} SpHA] ool F
1 Awal oo 287 YA s o] ods 4 o
note-taking= 38 T AHo| £},

“But I disagree with...”22 ¥3s}HA Fdaa vkl = 24414

2 qae anad,

3 “Because...” @F3L A|&&twia] Agiaky vtgl 5 2149 9 A
et =e A olf+E EolrhdA wet.

4 “Therefore...”8}3. AJZFelH Al zFA18] ¢} A-S 7hdsld A A EslA

Axet= 288 det

=2 =

1 =9 Ago] @3 SpAle) W B wwwew 2

He says small families are better than' large families. Because it is not

r

crowded and no fighting.'But I disagree with his opinion. Even though it is
small families, there'are many fights. Because they have to see 'each other
more often than large families: For example 1 have a brother and we
always fight. Therefore large families' are better .than. small families(S12,

2010.11.12.).
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44 QIEE FelolA folwl FEHALY o7 BA

After having run debate classes for several consecutive semesters,
I feel the majority of students did benefit from the experience.
The students had had no previous exposure to ‘English debating
thus we began with the basic concept of debate. ~ The students
acquired the associated vocabulary and generally “reproduced the
appropriate language.

I believe that the students who had had an average to high
English ‘ability benefited the greatest from the debate classes as
they could first; grasp the topics of debate fully -and second;
prepare an effective- argument for their side. The students who
struggled with*the proposition still received some benefits from
the class, as did all students, in improving their confidence with
spoken English. All students were placed into groups at the
beginning of each new debate topic. Each group worked together
to develop a case either for or against the proposition. When
finished, all groups were given an opportunity to present their
debate to the class in a mock debate contest style. Thus, even
those with poor English ability could practice their English public
speaking with their peers in a environment of respect and
engaged listening.

To ensure students who were not presenting were indeed

_57_



listening, a score sheet was developed which asked them to
weigh the evidence given by both sides and judge as to which
team won by these merits. Of course, the results still skewed in
favour of the popularity of the team members debating, however
it did still result in a more intent audience which was the
primary goal.

English debating for EFL students seems to have been mostly
successful in developing students’ academic vocabulary, increasing
their confidence in using English—in prepared speeches and in
considering the weight of their peers arguments-.and providing
feedback to them all while listening, thinking and speaking in
English. Perhaps the greatest result of these debates was
the encouragement of free, independent thought using the
wealth of accumulated English resources learned by |the
students to convey and explain their positions on the
various topics of debate; a challenge rarely presented at

elementary “school.
slo] ol wAbel o AlAlE g el ool EE e EFL
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