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A study on the Teaching Method of Bong-San Mask Dance

Cho Eun Jung

Korea Language Education Major
The Graduated School Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Mask dance is a form of integrated art including literature, culture, dance
and music. In general, audience can appreciate this art through watching and
listening to what is performed by players. Mask dance can be easily changed
depending on situations:because it is delivered with music lines, which means
the place for play is really: important. Owing _this feature,-is not easy to adopt
mask dance as material for-teaching “Korean literature subject. Even though
mask dance from the book of Korean literature exists as written text, its
nature is greatly different from that of other literature texts. As mentioned
above, mask dance is such a combined artistic literature that we need to
develop proper teaching-learning method to let the students learn it.

I discussed how to teach through role-playing as a method of educating
mask dance, after considering the features of mask dance. Learners can get to
know integrated elements of mask dance and they have chance to think about

"What can be the true meaning of lives in community?’ In this sense, group

,ii,



work—based method for mask dance lessons can be said to be a desirable class
model.

In Chapter II, I put the basic direction of mask dance education to teach it

more effectively. 1 set the ideal order of teaching such as, '"Acquiring the
concept of mask dance and performance methodology,” 'Appreciating actively
through real plays,” and 'Grouping for up—to—date value of mask dance.’
In the step of 'acquiring the concept of mask dance,” learners get some basic
knowledge about the art. In the second step, which is ’appreciating actively
through real plays,” they can savor. the artwork actively and internalize it
through group activity. Eastly, the third step of 'grouping for up—to—date value
of mask dance’ could induce learners to infer the modern—day value of it on
their own under the process.

In Chapter I, I applied 'the basic idea to "Bong—san Mask Dance’ contained
in high school textbook Volume one. I researched on educational significance of
'Bong-san Mask Dance’ ‘and how to do role-playing. The significance can be
categorized into three part. such as ’'Community Spirit,” 'Formation of
Community Bond,” 'Joy.of Life.” Role-playing does not only mean real practice
of the textbook chapter: but- means internalizing .performance methodology
through reconstructing the-mask dance with group members. This role play
can benefit the learners because it improves the abilities to solve problems and
enhances linguistic proficiency by letting them interact among themselves. So
it could be a better idea to encourage them discuss within a group after the
role-play. They can group for new value of Bong—-san Mask Dance in this
way.

I designed practical lesson plans of Bong-san Mask Dance in Chapter IV.
The basic model included group work for sure and the lesson plan is created
for three periods of the current high school curriculum.

In this research, I practiced a type of real play of the students through

- i -



group work, considering mask dance’s integral feature as mentioned. It is not
easy for nowadays students to learn mask dance because they couldn’t get as
many accesses to the performance as in the past. I suggest teachers should
think more deeply about teaching it. It is also because mask dance requires
various consideration of both literary and dramatic sense. I hope many
researches can be completed about ways to teach mask dance and teachers or
learners will have more interest in it. And I also hope this research will help

achieve the goal.
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