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A Study on the Potential Determinants of Private English Coaching:

Perceptions of Parents, Students, Teachers, and Private-sector Specialists

Mi-sook Nam

Department of English Language and Literature
Graduate School

Pukyong National University

Abstract

In Korean society, English ability is perceived as an important
means of moving upward in a social stratum. Even though English is
taught in elementary school, a large majority of parents enroll their
children in all types-of-private English coaching. In an attempt to help
policy—makers explore-ways-to curb the ‘spread of private coaching and
solve the problems of educational inequity, this study examined the
perceptions of parents, elementary school children, elementary school
teachers, and private—sector specialists and the potential determinants of
private English coaching for elementary school children.

The research questions of this study were as follows: 1) What
perceptions do parents have regarding preschool private English
coaching for their children, and what are the possible determinants of

preschool private coaching? 2) How do parents perceive private English

_Xi_



coaching for their elementary school children, and what are the possible
determinants of private coaching after elementary school admission? 3)
What are the perceptions of elementary school students, elementary
school teachers, and private—-sector specialists regarding the
determinants of private English coaching?

A total of 1,436 people participated in this study, including 811
parents who have children in third to sixth grades, 426 elementary
school students in third to sixth grades who are receiving private
English coaching, 102 elementary school teachers, and 97 private
education sector.-specialists in the Busan area. Parents-were selected to
represent different social economic status ranging in Busan, too. All the
participants were’ asked to respond to guestionnaires intended to
examine their perceptions on  private English coaching. The
questionnaires consisted of 121, 23, 36, and 36 items for parents,
elementary school children;. teachers, and private-sector specialists,
respectively.

Statistical analysis was performed using SPSS12.0. Attempts were
made to answer the research questions through frequency analyses,
chi—-square analyses, regression analyses, factor analyses, meta—analyses,
independent—-samples t-tests, Welch—-Aspin t-tests, ANOVA’s, and mean
comparisons. Statistical significance was set at .0b.

Major findings of the study were as follows. First, the extent of
private English coaching depended on parents’ socio—economic status,
and as a result an English ability gap is expected to exist among

students from different social strata because of differences in the extent
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of private coaching experience.

Second, 10 potential determinants of preschool private English
coaching and 17 of private coaching after elementary school admission
could be identified. Also, potential determinants of private coaching as
perceived by students, teachers, and private—sector specialists could be
identified and prioritized. The importance of English language education
for children topped the list of potential determinants of private coaching.
Parents wanted their children to receive private coaching which they
think better English-learning environments and customized English
programs suitable for their children’s English ability level. They hoped
that their children would have a good command of English through
private coaching.

Third, the tendency|to prefer private English coaching was shown
partly attributable to the social climate where educational achievements
strongly affect  people’s«. future success. Since getting into
special-purposerhigh’ schools or foreign language high schools and later
entering to prestigious universities is'considered evidence for the
educational achievements, many parents were found to believe that their
children should meet the qualifications for admission, one of which used
to be a high proficiency of English. Public English language education
was perceived by a large number of parents as not sufficient to develop
their children’s English ability to the desired level. This distrust of
public education appeared to lead to a worrisome increase in private
English coaching among elementary school children.

Finally, parents were shown to depend on private coaching, but at
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the same time, many of them said they would probably discontinue
private coaching for their children if public-sector English language
education could offer level-differentiated, quality instruction that
matches that of the private sector. This has revealed that many
parents' clear willingness to be set free from the burden of private
coaching expenses. This also suggests that the problems of prevalent
private coaching may be eased through the implementation of a good
English program in the public sector.

The findings of the study, especially those regarding the determinants
of private coaching, have some important implications for
policy—making. First, attempts should'be made, at the national level, to
incorporate’ some ‘of private English coaching prior ‘to the'third grade
into the public sector. Second, the national curriculum must be
reconsidered and possibly reformed to meet the needs of the
stakeholders" including parents, students, and teachers. Third, the
environment for*English language education in elementatry school should
be urgently improved to ‘help curb the growth of private coaching.
Finally, the social climate should change so that English ability may be
emphasized as a means of achieving global competitiveness, not as a
means for entering prestigious schools. In this regard, the current
student selection systems of prestigious high schools and universities
may have to be revamped. It is hoped that the findings of this study
will be useful in resolving the problems of private English coaching
among elementary school students. It is also hoped that the widening

English divide may be halted and eventually bridged.
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WS ol Zbzy sHER A5 mel xpolrt QA dolR 7] f5ke] wl

b R |
AR T 5y FE t A4, Welch-Aspin A4S 2 A3}

ol

of £ A Ao atol S Lolr ] §JEl ye
AL A A < ADOA Bl frefh Apol7k AT =21.15,
p=.000). 25 9] 300+ ©]3218) SHHE(55.4%) % 3008+<] P SHw

ARSI -] S O 2t
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oo
N
R
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S
By
r>4
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2 ZH3sk 7 gojalmS AA 9 2ol (#1=806)

/N
B
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v
4%
1
ko
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S

ot A @S AN

A W] Er i
173 108 281

T} 9] u)ut
300%% & v 6136) (38.4) (100
934 291 595

ol 2] o] Ak
300t 4 o) (44.6) (55.4) (100)
. 407 399 806
(50.5) (49.5) (100)

VAdD=21.147(1) p=.000
SR sl mE A% A Jelug 4N Aol Yolwr) flstol

Welch-Aspin A9 AAJgk A3} H5 A 5o] 3007 o] (M=1.55,

8) BAHQ008) 32t F415 b7 BE 25 2617 66479 71F0R AU
9) TS BB AT (3008 HRi=], 3009 o|4=2e] S o), AAWAE ‘ol
AR, AAHA] FE=29] e Fo)E AdAste] 4.
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SD=.498)7} 3007+ w9kl 74-9-(M=1.38, SD=.487)°] #H3 Hd 2} o]
Apag Aol Felg Aol QgiTHi=-4.684, p=.000). & A FHE
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AUSo] H3k A JolAtmse AAFE FErt Egh

<EA1-1> FRRE A5 wE JojAluS AA 9 xfold s

h 8
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SHEE A5 300wt wwk 3004k o]
e Fis 1.38 1.55
EFAxt 487 498
NEEE 281 525
t A%k -4.684
o] SH& .000

(2) SFE A5 W& 3 A FoAARLF A2 A 7]e] Abe]

SRR A5 wE FHE A Folrtulg Alx; A[7]o] ZpolE Yol 7]
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57, p=.276). 44l FejAtulES AlFst= 4, A5 3007 o]
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Fst A GojAkag AR A7

44 o3t 5A 641 i
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A 49 92 265 399
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awo] i ek sfastal, Boh AAStE FHe A dojus A ds

A AF7F ALS5S AU dEs J5A17]

rlr
12
)
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e
fo,
11
>

5 A spdel whe 8 A FoAlag Fol

Aot A Golapas AES opr7] S8l FolAms AA| dolAlus
A7 A7), deiibang ZINTE FelAbaLg A7 @ B dol Al v

§31 QJolAbas MpEe] 17t A Shdel uhek el QA shobugk

.

o

(1) A shdel whe sk A JolAlas Aale] 2ol

A shdel] wE Hsk A golams Aale] HolE Lolwy] 9la]
A AAG A <E AT>OIA o] Fel7 Ahol7} UATH=18.48,
p=.000). 3t A Fo b &S AT vl Eo] 3~48hdQ) A$(28.7%)7} 5

~6313(20.8%) R} =& HbH, AAEHA] 2k A= 5~63d(28.9%)°]

3~43P(21.6%) 2 A e, Adshde] Bess Agt el gof}
WS wol Wit AL o 4 9l
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<E 47> AW shdel me Hst A ol A9 o] (n=806)

e A ol Talk A

A ghd A A Al
43 174 231 405
- (43.0) (57.0) (100)
5 _gE 233 168 399
- (58.1) (41.9) (100)
A 407 399 806
(50.5) (49.5) (100)

x4df)=18.481(1) p=.000

29 shd 7F cdolw S AlAle] zJol= B ] Y EUFE HA1Y
S AN Ay, 3~43hA(M=1.57, SD=.496)7} 5~63d(M=1.42, SD=
A9 §93F 2FolE K o(t=4.344, p=.000), A dhdo] F & 4= F 3}

Aol Golrtag S v g7 E34
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A g 3~43hd 5~638Hd
ot 1.57 1.42
¥EA} 496 494
AL 4= 405 401
t A%k 4.344
o] && .000

(2) A shdel w& FH3F d FolrtuF AJEF A7) €] Aol

AR ghdel whe gojAtalg AlZE Al71€] ApolE otr 7] ffsf xf A
S AAG AI, <GE 48>A B5Tol #Foldk Abolrt fIATHx=.793,
p=.673). @o] W FHA, 1 duk {1 LI ofbo| ol A HAsH=
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<E 48> A shdel mE e A Jofatas Az A17]e] 2o (7=399)

T A FoAH AF A

e 1A o3 A 61 A
445 22 52 157 231
e (9.5) (22.5) (68.0) (100)

- g3k 20 40 108 168
e (11.9) (23.8) (64.3) (100)

- 42 92 265 399
(10.5) (23.1) (66.4) (100)

xAdf)=.793(2) p=.673

(3) A shde] e A8 A ol 1zke] Aol

A shdel mE sk A QojalaLs Z)gke] ol Srolur] 98 i
AAe AN AW, <E 49004 HEo] fold Aol7h $1%1THxe=52,
=770). @A 25 SaclA), A o2 dolE M$w Sl 3-68hd A
& 32 13 o2 nluke] 77k Eok AT Ao FoAmEL W
(3~43%d, 53.2%,56~63%, 50%) .2 JEFSTL

o
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o
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rlo

P
wW
1o

(@3}

CE 49> A shdel we AT A FolAbag 71zke] Aol (r=399)

Ay shd Al
d mgE 1d o) ~2yd wwk 2y od

oy 24 123 84 231

B (10.4) (53.2) (36.4) (100)

- gt 17 84 67 168

T (10.1) (50.0) (39.9) (100)

. 41 207 151 399

(10.3) (51.9) (37.8) (100)

xAdf)=.523(2) p=.770
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(4) AU shdel WE At A T GolAlas Azke] Aol
e

AY Shdel me A3t A FY oAb A

==
DL M4

.

ko] Apolm Lol r] 9
<E B0>ellA HIzo] o3k Apol7b gl vh(xe=4.21,
p=.122). &9 3AI1Fe] 4§ 3~43A(55.9%)°] Hl&
]3] 3okt

OH 2 74;(4 ﬁJJr‘—

o] 5~6313(47.1%)°l

CE 50> AU shdoe] wE ek A 29 dolAls Al7ke] Fo](7=399)
: T A T AOTEE AT

A e [oNaF— 3477 5A7e3 A
3~43h3 102 54 75 231
(44.2) (23.4) (32.5) (100

g 89 27 52 168
(53.0) (16.1) (31.0) (100)

7 191 81 127 399

@7.9) (20.3) (31.8) (100

x4df)=4.208(2) p=.122

(5) A o] we Ast A 3 = GeA s vl 4o ol
A shdol\mhe Aot A o & JeiAbas

u]ge] AJolg eroln ] 9
A e AAS AAE TSI HEo

| fFolsk Zpol 7k AR TH (=171,
p=.425). & 209FAST =33 FojAkais Hjg o]

Hl&2 3~438hd
(21.2%)°] 5~63d(16.1%) H|&] =A e

<GE 51> A shde] me F3h A g F Jojatalg nle] 2Ho](1=399)

ek Ak A 3 & FojAlus H]E A
T 109 mek20ek] 209k 40k mlek 409RY o
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- 141 21 6 168
o (83.9) (12.5) (3.6) (100)

A 323 58 18 399
(81.0) (14.5) (4.5) (100)

xAdf)=1.713(2) p=.425
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