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A study on Eun-jin Lee’s view of the Japan presented in his

Chinese poem on the Envoy’s Travel

Yun Kyoung Ok

Department of Microbiology, The Graduate School,
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The aim of this thesis/is to investigate Eun-Jin Lee's consciousness of
Japan. Eun-Jin Lee, as' a minor writer in the middle class of the late
Chosun Dynasty, enjoyed a good reputation of distinguished talents in
Chinese Poetry. But he 'had the restricted social standing in the rigorous
class system.. He resisted the system with his progressive propensity and
his writings and wanted-to present what the society was to be. He had the
chance participating in the official tour to Japan in 1. He left his works
that was written in ‘the course of the tour. The  works contained the
writer's consciousness of Japan-that were-important because they told us
the view and characteristics of his literature. Among them, this study
focussed on 3 works such as Ilgido, . He had many backgrounds to accept
foreign things and have a global view. I can say his family background as
an official interpreter and his academic history such as a realistic school.
Eun-Jin Lee wrote a realistic poem of Japan that was not easy to Chosun
writers because they had prejudice against Japan. However, Lee Eun-Jin
wanted to change the prejudice that made Chosun avoid the reality and be
out of step with the times. This thesis has three major parts including the
formal characteristics, substance and the analysis of works. In order to

take attention of the major class of the society, Eun-Jin Lee used the
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literary form of Chinese poetry which is familiar to high ranking officials
in the society. He did not want to write the official report. He expressed
his mind, emotion, life, with this form. Because the message he wanted to
deliver was kind of severe criticism to them, the form worked as a kind of
sugar coated in pill. Eun-Jin Lee had an objective eye for Japan. He
described the details in Japan. In analyzing the three works, he realized
that Japan was not what the Chosun society with a prejudiced viewpoint
thought as. He did not have a sense of cultural superiority to Japanese
culture. He wanted Chosun society to face up to the reality in Japan and
accept it. Specially, His message was that Chosun should recognize the
current of the World through Japan -and accept the change. Eun-Jin Lee
did much for diverse wviewpoints of Japan and open mind to the World.
Hereafter, Chosun.society should face the modern ~change that Japan
experienced in advance. His consciousness of Japan in theworks was kind
of vision leading the late 18C Chosun society. He merged' the objective

and open recognition for Japan with Chinese poetry form.
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